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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
Brigadier-General EF. D, Townsend, Adjutant-Generat, 
G. O. No. 122, Wasurneton, Nov. 6, 1874. 

I. The articles named in the second part of Par. 2 of 
Circular No. 1, issued from the office of the Commis- 
sary-General of Subsistence April 23, 1874, and in Par. 
2 of Circular No. 3, August 20, 1874, from the same 
office, will be added to the list of articles named in the 
first part of Circular No. 1, and will be furnished by 
the Subsistence Department for sale on the same condi- 
tions as those articles, except that potatoes and onions 
will be furnished only at posts where they cannot be 
cultivated or purchased at reasonable rates, 

The following articles will also be furnished by the 
Subsistence Department for sale under Par. 1229, Army 
ogg of 1863: Canned soups, laundry starch, 
indigo. 

Ti The following instructions are substituted for ex- 
isting regulations and orders in regard to the hospital 
fund, its management and expenditure, and will go 
into operation in the month next succeeding the month 
in which this order is received at any post or station. 

Hospital Fund.—The saving arising from an econo- 
mical use of the rations of the sick and attendants in a 
hospital shall constitute the hospital fund. 

The rations or parts of rations not drawn shall be 
paid for by the Commissary and taken up by him as 
purchased, as in the case of company savings. The 
amounts shall be paid to the senior medical officer at 
the post or station, and shall be expended by him ex- 
clusively for the benefit of the men in the hospital, in 
the purchase of such articles of diet, comfort or con- 
venience as may be required. 





G. O. No. 123, WasurneTon, Nov. 7, 1874. 

On the recommendation of the Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral, disbursing officers of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment are directed to deposit in the Treasury, without 
delay, as repayment to the appropriations from which 
drawn, the funds of the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1874, remaining in their hands, except such sums as 
may be required to pay accounts actually in their pos- 
session and ready for payment at the date of receipt of 
this order. 

After the funds are deposited, all accounts presented 
for payment from appropriations of last fiscal year will 
be forwarded to the Quartermaster-General for settle 
ment through the Treasury. 

The appropriations for National Cemeteries are ex- 
cepted from the operations of this order. 





Casualties among the Commissioned Officers of the U. 8. 
Army reported to the Adjutant-General’s Office during 
the week ending Saturday, November 7, 1874. 


Captain John R. Edie, Jr., Ordnance Department— 
Died at Insane Asylum, Washington, D. C., October 29, 
1874. 

First Lieutenant Robert Neely, Twenty-fourth Infan- 
try—Dropped for desertion October 5, 1874. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS. 


Issued from the War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, for 
the week ending November 9, 1874. 


Tuesday, November 3. 


Io be discharged.—Private William E. Looker, D, 
Third Artillery, who enlisted January 2, 1845, deserted 
September 8, 1848, and surrendered October , 1874, to 
the U. 8. Military authorities at Fort Columbus, N. Y. 
H., on receipt of this order by the commanding officer 
of that post, to date September 8, 1848; Privates Daniel 
Daley, I, First Infantry; Ernst A. Heinen, L, Fourth 
Cavalry. 

Revoked.—So much of Par. 6, 8. O. No-136, June 19, 
1874, from this office, as relates to the following named 
enlisted men: Privates Charles E. Manning, F, Four- 
teenth Infantry (transferred to E, Thirteenth Infantry), 
and William O’Donnell, A, Seventh Cavalry (transfer- 
red to D, Thirteenth Infantry). 

By direction of the President, and under the provis- 
ions of section 17 of the act of Congress approved July 
15, 1870, First Lieutenant Robert Neely, Twenty-fourth 
Infantry, is dropped from the rolls of the Army, to 
date October 5, 1874, as a deserter. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Post Chap- 
lain Moses J. Kelley in 8. O. No. 144, July 2, 1874, 
from this office, is extended two months. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant R. M. 
Taylor, Twentieth Infantry (Fort SewardgD. T.), in 
8. O. No, 221, October 7, 1874, from Headquarters De- 
partment of Dakota, is extended four months. 


Wednesday, November 4. 


Transportation furnished.—James Winn, late a pri- 
vate of E, Fourteenth Infantry, from Omaha, Neb.; 


late a private of G, Fifth Cavalry, from Fort Whipple, 
A. T., to Washington, to enable them to enter the Sol- 
diers’ Home. 

Thursday, November 5. 

The pay of Second Lieutenant George P. Borden, 
Fifth Infantry, will be stopped until he accounts to the 
Subsistence Department for twenty-four dollars and 
twenty-five cents, due the United States on account of 
errors and disallowances in his accounts for July, 1868, 
and May, 1869; also for balances on hand of provisions 
on his returns for July, 1867, and July, 1868, and of 
Commissary property for July, 1867, and May, 1869. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant R. M. 
Rogers, Second Artillery, in 8. O. No.1, January 2, 
1874, from this office, is extended one year. 

On the recommendation of the Commissary-General 
of Subsistence, Captain Charles P. Eagan, Commissary 
of Subsistence, will, on the expiration of his present 
leave of absence, proceed to Santa Fe, N. M., for duty 
as Chief Commissary of Subsistence of the District of 
New Mexico, and report by letter to the Commanding 
General Department of the Missouri on his arrival. 

By direction of the President, the board to retire dis- 
abled officers, convened in New York City by 8. O. 
No. 826, December 13, 1872, from this office, is dis- 
solved. 

By direction of the President, a Board to retire dis- 
abled officers, in pursuance of the act of Congress ap- 
proved August 3, 1861, will convene in ‘New York City 
on the 16th instant, or as soon thereafter as practicable, 
for the examination of such officers as may be brought 
before it. Detail for the Board: Major-General Win- 
field S. Hancock, Colonel George W. Getty, Third 
Artillery, Surgeons John M. Cuyler, John Moore, 
Major O. D. Greene, Assistant Adjutant-General. The 
Presiding Officer will appoint a Recorder for the 
Board. 

Restored without trial and transferred.—Private Jas. 
Harrington, D, First Artillery, to the General Service 
U. 8. Army. 

Revoked.—Dischargesof Privates James H. Robinson, 
U. 8. Army, and Dennis Collins, H, Second Cavalry; 
transfer of Private Christopher P. Middy, L, Second 
Cavalry, to I, Second Cavalry. 

Under the provisions of section 5 of the act of Con- 
gress approved June 23, 1874, the following named 
officers, having passed a satisfactory examination as 
required by said act, are, by direction of the President, 
transferred to the Ordnance Department, to date from 
November 1, 1874, and will report in person for duty 
to the commanding officers of the post set opposite 
their respective names: First Lieutenant William 8. 
Starring, Second Artillery, Rock Island Arsenal, Ill. ; 
First Lieutenant Charles 8. Smith, Fourth Artillery, 
Fort Monroe Arsenal, Va. 

The sum of thirty dollars will be stopped from the 
pay of Captain T. 8. Kirtland, Seventh Infantry, and 
turned over to the Subsistence Department, that amount 
being the difference between the amount shown as bal- 
ance on hand on his account current for January, 1866, 
and the amount taken up to the credit of the United 
States in the following month. 

Friday, November 6. 

Captain William M. Graham, First Artillery, is re- 
lieved from duty as member of the General Court-mar- 
tial appointed to meet at Fort Whipple, Va., by Par. 
7, 8. O. No. 225, October 17, 1874, from this office, and 
will proceed without delay to join his proper station. 

Board to consist of Colonel L. C. Easton, Assistant 
Quartermaster-General; Major J. D. Bingham, Quar- 
termaster; Captain J. F. Rodgers, Military Store- 
keeper, Quartermaster’s Department, will assemble at 
the Philadelphia Depot of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment on the 10th day of November, 1874, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, to examine and test such sam- 
ples of kersey and of cloth as may be furnished by the 
Quartermaster-General, and also of that now on hand 
at the Depot, with a view to recommending a standard 
for such material for the use of the Army. 

The Board will determine upon a standard of dark- 
blue cloth and of sky-blue kersey, having in view a 
fabric fitted for the use of soldiers in campaign, and of 
suitable texture and finish, and possessing the neces- 
sary qualities of strength, durability and warmth, and 
such as will secure uniformity of color, and will make 
their report and recommendation to the Quartermaster- 
General. The junior member of the Board will act as 
Recorder. 

First Lieutenant Almon L. Varney, Ordnance De- 
partment, will report in person to the Board of Ord- 
nance Officers convened at the Ordnance Agency in 
New York City by Special Orders No. 204, September 
17, 1874, from this office, for examination for promo- 
tion. The examination will be conducted under the 
usual requirements. On completion of the examina- 
tion Lieutenant Varney will rejoin his proper station. 

Revoked.—Transfers of Privates William VY. Rudy, 
G, Third Infantry, to I, Seventh Infantry ; Charles 
Fletcher, B, Seventh Cavalry, to H, Fourteenth Infan- 
try; and James K. Poulson, L, Third Cavalry, to E, 
Second Cavalry. 

To be discharged.—Private Charles Runnington, 
General Service U. S. A., now at West Point, New 
York. 

Saturday, November 7. 


Jo be discharged —Sergeant Joseph O. Manson, 
General Service U. 8. A., to date November 3, 1874, 
on receipt of this order by the Chief Signal Officer 


Mathew Beer, late a private of C, Eleventh Infantry, | U. 8. A. 


from Fort Sill, Indian Territory, and Henry Snyder, 





Major D, B, McKibbin, Tenth Cavalry, will report 





by letter to Major-General Hancock, President of the 
Retiring Board convened in New York Cw ie 
Orders No. 240, November 5, 1874, from office, 
and will hold himself in readiness to appear before the 
Board for examination when summoned. 


Monday, November 9. 


To be discharged.—Private Martin Schaub, D, Seventh 
Cavalry, now with his command. 

On the recommendation of the § nm General, 
Assistant Surgeon Alfred D. Wilson will report in 
person to the President of the Army Medical Board 
now in session in New York City for examination for 
promotion, and at the conclusion of the examination 
will report in person to the Commanding General De- 
partment of Arizona for assignment to duty. 








CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following are the changes of stations of troops reported 
to the Adjutant-General’s Office during the week ending Satur- 
day, November 7 : 

Company I, Third Infantry, from Pineville, La., to Alexandria, 


Company B, Twenty-second Infantry, from New Orleans, La., 
to Savannah, Ga. ; 
Company M, First Artillery, from New Orleans, La., to Mobile, 


a. 
, Company B, Sixteenth Infantry, from Colfax, La., to New Or- 
eans, La. 

Company D, Third Cavalry, from Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., to 
Camp Kobinson, Neb. 

Company HK, ‘Third Cavalry, from Sidney Barracks, Neb., to 
Camp Sheridan, Neb. 

Company G, Third Cavalry, from Camp Robinson, Neb., to 
Sidney Barracks, Neb. 

Company B, Third Cavalry, from Camp Sheridad, Neb., to Fort 
D. A. Russell, W. T. 

Companies B and G, Seventh Cavalry, to Shreveport, La, 

Company H, Seventh Cavalry, to New Orleans, La. 








HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY. 
W.T7.Sherman, General of the Army of the United States. 
Colonel W. D. Whipple, Assistant Adjutant-General. 


1. The leave of absence for one month, granted Cap- 
tain Anson Mills, Third Cavalry, by 8. O. No. 146, 
Headquarters Department of the Platte, 1874, is ex- 
tended two months. (8. O. No. 49, Nov. 2.) 

2. With the approval of the Commanding General, 
Military Division of the Pacific, the following transfers 
are announced in the Fourth Artillery: Second Licu- 
tenant Vinton A. Goddard, from Company A to Com- 
pany F, vice Second Lieutenant Clarence Deems, from 
Company F to Company A. (Ibid.) 


The following named officers, recently promoted, 
will proceed to join the regiments to which their pro- 
motions carry them respectively: Lieutenant-Colonel 
Matthew M. Blunt, Twenty-fifth Infantry, to the De- 
partment of Texas; Major David P. Hancock, Second 
infantry, to the Department of the South. (8. O. No. 
50, November 8.) 


Report of the Genexal of the Army.—The press has 
been furnished with an abstract of the annual report 
of General Sherman. It is dated St. Louis, Mo., Ucto- 
ber 24, and shows the strength of the Army according 
to the latest returns received up to October.16, 1874. 
The total number of enlisted men at that date was 
26,441. General Sherman says: 

‘“‘T have no doubt by the lst of January, 1875, the 
number of enlisted men will be reduced, by ordi 
casualties, discharges, and deaths, to the number 
limited by law—namely, 25,000, and will venture the 
expression of opinion that this limit f~zces the com- 
panies to so small a standard that the efficiency of the 
service is greatly impaired thereby. It is utterly im- 
possible to maintain the companies at remote stations 
up to the very small legal standard, because months 
must necessarily elapse after discharges and deaths 
before recruits can be sent from the general rendez- 
vous.” 

He then refers to the several military divisions and 
departments into which the country is divided and to 
the reports of commanding oflicers as to the condition 
of the troops, the changes that have occurred, etc. In 
regard to the Military Division of the South he states: 
‘* Since the renditiou of the report of the commander 
thereof, owing to the disturbed condition of civil attairs 
there and the constant requisitions of the civil officers 
for military help, the Thirteenth Infantry has been or- 
dered to New Orleans, and six companies of the Seventh 
Cavalry have also been ordered to the Division of the 
South trom the Department of Dakota. These troops, 
together with what were previously on duty there, are 
deemed amply adequate to the necessity.” Refe:ring 
to the Military Division of the Missouri, commanded 
by Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan, he says, this 
important division embraces substantially all the terri- 
tory east of the Rocky Mountains to the Mississippi 
River and east, including the States of Illinois and 
Minnesota. Within this immense area are grouped 
most of the Indian tribes who are in a transition state 
from savage barbarism to a condition of comparative | 
civilization. It is within this area that there has been 
and must continue for years to come that contact of 
the frontier settlers with the aboriginal savage, resulting 
in a chronic state of war. 

During the past year, by the extraordinary activity 
of the troops and the good sense of our military officers, 
the frontier has been comparatively safe. On the. 
northern line of Texas and southern line of Kansas the 
untamed savages—Kiowas, Cheyeunes 
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and Arapahoes— 
to m: 


over to the.War 


this moment down in the Indian country near Fort Sill 


giving his personal attention to the subject, and I have 
no doubt befure the winter is over these Indians will 


leara a lesson which will enable the civil agents to brin 


them within the sphere of humanization, if not of civil- 
ization. In regard to the Military Division of the 
Pacific, composed of the Departments of California, 
Columbia, and Arizona, he says these departments are 
luckily so remote from headquarters, that to the officers 
on the spot is left the supreme control of all the details, 
and the consequence is; the utmost harmony of action’ 
I have not the least 
doubt that to Genera! Schofie!d’s judicious supervision, 
and the prompt action of General Jeff. C. Davis in 
spring we are indebted to a peaceful solu- 

‘or a time, threatened to. be a war with 
the Shoshones and Snake Indians. Also General 
Crooke, being armed with full authority and but little 


and economy of administration. 


Oregon last 
tion of what, 


complicited with civil agents and their administration, 


has mainta’n2d an almost uninterrupted peace in that 


most difficult country, Arizona. 


I enclose the reports of all these officers and refer to 
them with pride us samples of military literature, clear 
and concise.in the statement of facts and demonstrating 
of the Unite! States, called a peace 


that the small oe 


establishment, is the hardest worked body of. men in 


this or any country. The discipline and behavior of 


the officers and men have been worthy of all praise, 
and, whether employed on the extreme »nd distant 
frontier or in aiding the civil officers in the execution 
of civil processes, have been a model for the imitation 
of all good men. 

In regard to the removal of his headquarters to St. 
Louis, he says: ‘‘ I am prepared to execute any duties 
that may be devolved on me by proper authority. Here 
I am centrally located, and, should occasion arise, I 
can personally proceed to any point of this continent 
where my services are needed.” : 








CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 


Brigadier-Gen.eral A. A. Humphreys, Chief of Engineers. 
The following Memorandum of Orders, Circulars, 
and Instructions, relating to the Corps of Engineers, 
issued or received during the month of October, 1874, 
is popes for the information of the Corps: 
olonel Simpson—October 1. Relieved from duty 
upon Board of Engineers constituted by S..O. No. 127, 
c. 8., frum Corps headquarters, as soon as the Board 
pes have completed the duties assigned it in that 
order. 
Colonel Macomb—October 1. Detailed as senior 
member of Board of Engineers constituted by 8. O. 
No. 127, c. s., from Corps Headquarters, for the per- 
formance of the duties assigned it in S. O. No. 180, c. 
8., from Corps Headquarters. 
Captain Benyaurd—Oct»ber 8.—In addition to his 
other duties to relieve Captain Howell of the charge of 
the removal of raft in Red River, improvement of 
ML sone Bayou, and dredging at foot of Sodo Lake, 
‘exas. 
Captain Ludlow—October 9. Member of Board of 
officers to assemble at Fort Ridgely, Minn., on Octo- 
ber 14, 1874, to make a new appraisement of the im- 
provements on the sub-division of the Fort Ridgely 
reservation. 
Lieutenant Rossell—October 10. The leave of ab- 
sence for seven days from his station at Willets Point, 
N. Y. H., granted by his commanding officer, extended 
seven days. 

Majors Merrill, Wilson, Harwood—October 14. 
Board of Engineer officers constituted by 8. O. No 103, 
H. Q. C. of E., 1873, reconvened to assemble at Char- 
lutte, N. Y., Ociober 20, 1874, to further consider and 
report upon the proposed location and plan of the Lake 
Gatario Shore R RK. bridge across the Genessee River, 


Major Smith—October 19. To proceed to his per- 


manent station at Key West, Fla., as soon after the 1st] Medical t.—A. A. Surgeon V. Harvard, 
November proximo, as practicable. , U. 8. — was October 23 assigned to duty at Fort 
Pembina, D. T. On his arrival A. A. Surgeon W. E. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURI. 
Lieutenant-Gen. P. H. Sheridan :*Hdq'rtrs Chicago, Iu. 


Report of Lieutenant-General Sheridan.—Lieutenant- 
General Sheridan, in his annual report, says that 
within the limits of his command (the Military Division 
of the Missouri), there are seventy-six established posts 
and camps, garrisoned by eight regiments of cavalry, 
seventeen regiments of infantry and a small p Hoes 
ment «f engineer troops, aggregating at the last official 
report 17,819 commissioned officers aud enlisted men. 
He says, to ptotect the frovtier from depredating 
bands of Ind ans, to assist the Department of the 
Inierior to maintain its authority in the various Indian 
reservations, to explore and survey unknown territory 
to aid the civil authorities in enforcing the laws : 
maintaining peace in remote districts, to escort national 
boundary, State and territorial surveying parties ; to 
protect and defend the advanced lines of railway in the 
far West, and, in fact, to do everything within our 
power t. forward the advancing wave of civilization 
on our froutier, and at the same time to keep within 
the limits ot the appropriation, has taxed the energies 
of both the commanding generals and their subordi- 
nates t! roughout the whole division ; and, taking into 
consideration the small number of troops, the great 
extent of territory covered by their operations and the 
amount of money appropriated by Congress to cover 
the expenditures, they have succeeded as well as could 


f 


5 


began this season their usual raids, 
and as the Indian agents confessed their utter inability 
their respective tribes by the usual humane 
and Christian treatment, the whole subject was turned 

Depaitment. and committed to. the 
management of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, who has 
laid hold of it with his accustomed energy. He is at 


T.G. Townsend, G. B. Walker. Second Lieutenant 
8..W. Groesbeck, judge-advocate. 


Turner, U. 8. Army, will be relieved from duty at that 
post and will repair to St. Paul and report at depart- 
ment headquarters for further orders. 


aide: 


enne Agency, D. T.) was November3 granted permis- 
sion to apply (through the proper channels) for an ex- 
tension of five months to the leave of absence granted 


vember 3 rel eved from duty at Fort Totten, D. T., and 
assigned to du 
Surgeon G. E. 
lieved, will report in person at department headquar- 
ters, 


Briqadier-Generai John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
was October 81 granted Captain E. G. Fechet (Fort 
ler, having reported in person at department headquar- 


ters, was ordered November 1 to proceed at onceto 
Fort Riley, Kas., an 


was successful. The count 
found to be much better than was e 
preety of 

igh altitudes, and an abundant supply of good 
and grass. -Some was found near Harney’s 
but of its abundance there is at 
formation. Sufficient time coul 


recommends the establishment of a large a 
in the Black Hills country. He reviews at some 

the Indian troubles in his department, particulars o: 
which have heretofore been published. In re; 
the operations of Colonel 


may settle the Indian 


are concerned. I respectfull 
Pope as to the chief causes 0 


with their scalps and plunder. 


ep 


and Wyoming to Texas and see the established ranches, 
with their hundreds of thousands of head of cattle, 
sheep and horses, together with the families of the 
owners, and reasonadly think that these people, so 
much exposed and having such vaiuable interests, are 
de:irous of provoking Indian wars. There was a time, 
possibly, when the population of the Indian frontier 
may have been desirous of Indi»n troubles, but that 
has peated long ago. It was when the country between 
the Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains was a 
barren desert, while now it is the ing ground for 
the stock consumed by the population of our Eastern 
cities. This outbresk does not look to me as being 
originated by the actions of bad white men or the sale 
of whiskey to the Indiwns by the traders. It is the 
result of the restless nature of the Indian, who has no 
profession but arms, and naturally seeks for war and 
piunder when the grazing gets high enough to feed his 
ponies. Aflairs on the Rio Grande line, especially on 
the Upper Rio Grande, have become almost entirely 
settled since the handsome chastisement given to the 
Indians near Santa Rosa, in Mexico, by Colonel 
McKenzie, of the Fourth Cavalry. ‘It has resulted in 
the return of many of the Kickapoo Indians to their 
reservation in the Indian Territory, and the most 
friendly action on the part -of the Mexican authorities 
to prevent Indian raids in the future, Considerable 
annoyance has been given on the southern line of the 
Rio Grande by Mexican cattle thieves, but even these 
raids have recently subsided to a great extent. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Brig.-General Alfred H. Terry ; Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn, 
Fort Totten.—A General Court-martial was appointed 
to meet at Fort Totten, D: T., November17. Detail 
for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel L. C. Hunt, Twen- 
tieth Infantry; Captains M. W. Keogh, Seventh Cav- 
alry; William Fletcher, A. A. Harbach, Twentieth In- 
fantry; T. B. Weir, Seventh Cavalry; First Lieuten- 
ant W. S. Edgeriy, Seventh Cavalry; Second Lieuten- 
ant Alfred Reynolds, Twentieth Infantry. First Lieu- 
tenant J. E. Porter, Seventh Cavalry, judge-advocate. 
Fort Buford.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
ointed to meet at Fort Buford, D. T., November 19. 
The following officers of the Sixth Infantry were de- 
tailed for the court: Major O. H. Moore; Captains J. 
W. Powell, Thomas Britton; First Lieutenunts D. H. 
Murdock, R. H. Day, W: H. H. Crowell, F. W. Thi- 
haut; Second L eutenants R. ‘fT. Jacob, Jr., D. L. Craft, 


Third Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty-eight 
was November 3 — Captain R. P. Hughes, 
de-camp (St. Paul, Minn.) 


Seventeenth Infantry.—Captain Carlile Boyd (Chey- 


rom department headquarters. 
A. A. Surgeon James Shaw, U. S. Army, was No- 


ty at Fort Ripley, Minn., relieving A. A. 
aol U.S. Army, who upon bving re- 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. I 


Highth .—Leave of absence for one month 
tanton, N. M.) 


Fifth Infantry.—Lieutenant-Colonel J. N. G. Whis'- 


d@ assume command of that post. 


Medical Department.—The commanding officer Fort 
ge, Kas. , was directed November 1 to order A. A. 





wider : 


be expected. Referring to the Black Hills Expedition, 


fies 


==“8 1 7IOdSt 1 


N. Elis, U: 8. 


of the Black Hills was 
with 

timber and considerable good soil at 
water 
Peak, 
resent no reliable in- 
not be given by an 
expedition such as that of Colonel Custer’s to prospect 
and determine its quantity. General Sheridan again 
post 

ength 


rd to} 
iles, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Davidson, Lieutenant-Colonel Buell and Major Price, 
he says it is hoped that the very best results which 
could be expected will be accomplished, and that we 
uestion forever, so far as the 
Kiowas, Comanches and Cheyennes in the Southwest 
diff-r with General 
these Indian troubles 
and attribute them to the immunity with which the 
tribes have been treated. In all their raids into Texas 
for the past three years tbeir reservations have fur- 
nished them supplies with which to make the raids 
and sheltered them from pursuit when they returned 
There is no doubt that 
the advance of settlers and the operations of authorized 
surveying parties in the Indian Territory and Kansas, 
and also the buffalo hunters at Adobe Walls irritated 
them, but the business in which these parties were 
made war an exceedingly undesirable thing 
for them. No man of close observation, it seems to 
me, can travel across the great plains from Nebraska 


Eighth United States Cavalry: 


Previous orders were November 3 so amended as to 
direct that Assistant Surgeon Carlos Carvallo, U. 8. 
Army, proceed, without delay, to Fort Union N. M., 
en route to Fort Stanton, N. M., via Denver and 
Pueblo, C. T. 

Fort Lyon.—A General Court-martial was “appointed 
to meet at Fort Lyon, C. T., November12. Assistant 
Surgeon J. C. G. Huppersett, U. S. Army, and the fol- 
lowing officers of the Nineteenth Infantry were de- 
tailed fof the court: Captains EB. H. Liscum, J. H 
Smith; First Lieutenants C. T. Witherill, J. G. Leefe; 
Second Lieutenant G. B. Read. Second Lieutenant 8. 
C. Vedder, judge-advocate. 


Military Storekeeper.—Captain Hamilton Lieber, 
Military Storekeeper, U. 8. Army, was ordered No- 
vember 5 to relieve Captain John Livers, Military 
Storekeeper, U. 8. Army, of his duties as Military 
Storekeeper at Fort Leavenworth. Upon —_ so re- 
lieved, Captain Livers will comply with, 8. O. from 
War Department, A.-G. O 

Fort Stanton—A General Court-martial was ap- 

inted to meet at Fort Stanton. N. M., November 16. 
etail for the court: Major D. R. Clendenin, Eighth 
Cavalry; Captains James F. Randlett, Zighth Cavalry; 
James H. Stewart, Fifteenth Infantry; Second Lieu- 
tenants J. W. Wilkinson, Eighth Cavalry; D.-H. 
Clark, Fifteenth Infantry. First Lieutenant A. G. 
Hennisee, Eighth Cavalry. 


Fifteenth Infantry.—General Orders No. 15, head- 
quarters Fort Garland, C. T., dated October 1, 1874, 
appointing second lieutenant Cyrus M. DeLany, Fif- 
teenth Infantry, A. A. Q. M. and A, C. S. at Fort Gar- 
land, C. T.; vice Lieutenant W. T. Hartz, Fifteenth 
Infantry (detailed on recruiting service), was Novem- 
ber 4 approved. 

Fort Bayard.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pomted to meet at Fort Bayard, N. M., November 12. 
Detail for the court: Captains Charles Steelhammer, 
Fifteenth Infantry; A. B. Wells, Eighth Cavalry; As- 
sistant Surgeen William J. Wilson, U. 8. Army; Cap- 
tain H. H. Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry; First Lieu- 
tenants O. B. Boyd, Eighth Cavalry; John Little, Fif- 
teenth Infantry; Second Lieutenant G. K. McGunne- 
le, Fifteenth Infantry. Second Lieutenant J. B. 
ickey, Eighth Cavalry, judge-advocate. 


An Indian Fight.—A press despatch dated Camp 
Supply: on Wichita River, I. T., November 7, via 
Fort Dodge, Kan., November 11, says: The most 
gallant, trying, and desperate Indian fight of the cam- 
paign occurred yesterday, about thirty miles from this 
place, on the Aranoso or McClellan Creck, conducted 
by Captain H. J. Farnsworth, commanding a portion 
of Company H, Eighth United States Cavalry, num- 
bering only twenty-eight men. The engagement com- 
menced at 1:30 P. M., with 100 Cheyennes or Arapa- 
hoes and Kiowas, exceedingly well mounted, and in 
full fighting trim, and having the advantage of higher 
ground, equal arms—breech-!o.ding—and a more abun- 
dant supply of ammunition than F'arnsworth’s plucky 
fellows. The latter fought like tigers, disputing every 
inch of ground until dark, losing one man kilied and 
four wounded, ten horses killed and \wo wounded, and 
killing fifteen Indians, a large number of ponics, and 
wounding fifty or more of the savages. The exhaus- 
tion of his ammunition and the desire to care for his 
wounded men compelled Captain Farnsworth to retreat 
reluctan'ly, under cover of night, to this point, whence 
he had been sent out by Major William Redmond 
Price, of the Eighth United States Cavalry, command- 
ing the Wingate battalion, to discover the whereabouts 
of the Indians. They were supposed to be in this 
vicinity, as a Cheyenne spy had been captured by 
Major Price individually, and others had been seen 
near this point. About dark our soldiers slowly 
emerged out of the hollow, where they had been 
hemmed in, and, making *‘ a neck-or-nothing” charge, 
succeeded in reaching the plains. All the wounds 
were received at this time. ‘The Indians did not dare 
to pursue, and they showed evident signs of severe 
punishment, and of naving enough of it for the time. 
Captain Farn-worth immediately struck out for this 
place, where we are resting, after having marched 
forty-five miles between dark and sunrise through a 
terribly cold night, causing the wounded men to suffer 
greatly. The horses had not eaten anything since 
morning, and had performed a full day’s march of 
twenty-three miles before the ac'ion. 

y H, 


The casualties were as follows, all of Compan 
riva'e William Dencham—Killed; twenty-eight 


f 


years old; born in London, Canada; has lived for some 
time in Chicago; was shot through the heart. 


Corporal Thomas J. Thompson—Thirty-one years 


old; born in Pittsburg, Penn.; lived in Philadelphia; 
wounded through the right side, one inch above the 
intestines, dangervusly. 


Trumpeter Hermann Fehr—Twenty-four years of 


age, born in Alsace; wounded by Minie rifle ball 
through the chest, passing between third and fourth 
ribs and shoulder blade, perhaps fatal. 


Blacksmith Henry Focrlas—Twenty-eight years of 


age, Hanover; shot through the left elbow and through 
the fleshy part of the back, ball passing between two 
of the vertebra. 


Private John Robinson—Twenty-eight years of age, 
reland; slight wound through the muscles between 


index finger and thumb of right hand. 


Immediately upon the receipt of the news, Major 


Price, who had fought these same Indians on Septem- 
ber 12, near here, started out at once for the late se: ne 
of action, with Captain C. A. Hartwell and Lieutenant 
Morris, and their companies, K and L, Eighth United 
States Cavalry, co-operating at the request of Major 
Price, and b 
While the fight made by Captain Farnsworth and his 
brave men was thoroughly full of individual ucts of 


directions «f General J. W. Davidson. 


bravery, dash, and daring, private Daniel Haggerty, of 





Arnty, to proceed to Fort 
Kas., for temporary duty 


. 
A 6, tit 





St, Louis, who killed the first Indian, and Sirst 
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Sergeant Owen Conway, deserve mention. Women 
anf chftiten brought up fresh ponies for the Indians, 
to replace those killed or disabled, and their arms were 
sometimes of longer range than those of the troops. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 

Briaadier-General EZ. O. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Ne, 

Fort Laramie, W. T.—A correspondent writing under 
date of October 27, says: Company D and Company E, 
Four h Infantry, are now stationed here. They left 
Russell August 26, and are now alternately with the 
companies of the Ninth, all the time on the road, es- 
corting supply trains to Redcloud and Spotted Tail 
Agencies. ‘The Indians are rather saucy, and the gen- 
eral opinion of officers hereadout is, that they will 
have to get a sound thrasbing next spring, which Gen- 
eral Sheridan was about to inflict this year, but was not 
permitted to administer on account of the interference 
of those blessed Peace Commissioners. There will be 
no peace until the peace policy is supported by a firm 
conviction impressed on the Indians, that raids and 
murders are to be punished and the tribes made respon- 
sible for the actions of the sma!l marauding parties. 
General Sheridan proposes to protect the reservation 
against encroachments of the gold-seekers, and the 
treaties are kept, as far asthe rations are concerned; 
consequently the Indians ought to be made to do their 
duty, and to keep quiet. Attempts to teach the north- 
ern Indians to cultivate the soil can never be success- 
ful, because the soil does not admit cultivation to an 
extent; but stock-raising might possible be introduced, 
and relieve us of the necessity, by and by, of feeding the 
Indians by these agents—of whom the less said the 
better. o have the agents replaced by ofticers is 
desirable still. There might be now and then an agent 
who steals less, but as a general thing there is too much 
money in the business. All Indians remember the 
short time, after the consolidation, when a great many 
agents were Officers, asa time then things went bet- 
ter. The whole matter being in the charge of the W. 
D. would be better managed, simply because officers 
are answerable to courts-martial and are under control, 
while these agents are not responsible, at least are 
never held responsible—but it is useless to talk about 
this point any more. 

A newspaper despatch of November 8, says: Prof. 
O. C. Marsh, the well-known paleontologist, arrived 
here on Saturday, with Colonel Stanton, paymaster, U. 
8. Army, and is now the guest of General Bradley, 
district commander. To-night the officers give a hop 
in his honor, and to-morrow the Professor, in company 
with General Bradley, Major Stanton, Lieutenant Hay, 
and United States Marsial Wolcott, and escorted by 
Company M, Second Cavalry, Captain John Mix in 
command, will start for Camp Robinson, better known 
as Red Cloud Agency The objective point of the 
Professor is the great, but unexplored, bone region, a 
few miles north of the old Spotted Tail Agency, which 
is said to be quite rich in fossils. The Professor had 
made careful preparation, and says, if the weather will 
permit, he will give the bone region a thorough ex- 
amination and collect the best specimens. During his 
short stay at this post, Mr. Ford and others presented 
him with a few rare specimens. Upon the arrival of 
the party at Camp Robinscn, the Professor will be 
joined by Lieutenant Carpenter, Ninth Infantry, who 
has recently returned from the United States Northern 
Boundary Survey, and who is an ardent and enthusias- 
tic bug-hunter. Mr, Brown of this vicinity will guide 
the Professor into the fossil region. 


Chaplain.—The .Quartermaster’s Department was di- 
rected November 5 to furnish transportation from 
Omaha to Washington, D. C., for Post Chaplain Chas. 
L. Hequembourg, U. 8. Army, one enlisted man, and 
one insane man en route to the Government Insane 
Asylum. 

Pay Department.—Upon the completion of the pay- 
ments previously ordered, Major 1. O. Dewey, pay- 
master, U. 8. Army, was November 5 ordered to pro- 
ceed to Omaha and report, in person, to Major Simeon 
Smith, paymaster, U. 8. Army, chief paymaster of the 
department, 


Twelfth Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, to date from Octo- 
ber 6, 1874, was November 5 granted First Lieutenant 
Hugh G. Brown, A. D. C. 


Medical Department.—Upon the recommendation of 
the medical ‘director of the department, Hospital 
Frank J. Von Rutkowski, U. 8. Army, was November 
8 assigned to duty in the medical director’s office, at 
department headquarters. 

Lhird Cavalry. —The following change of stations of 
companies of the Third Cavalry was November 3 or- 
dered, viz.: ist. Company D (Henry’s) is relieved from 
duty at Fort D. A. Russell, and will proceed to Cam 
Robinson and there take post. 2d. Company 
(Sutorius’) is relieved from duty at Sidney Barracks, 
and will proceed to Camp Sheridan and there take post. 
8d. Company G (Monahan’s) will be relieved from duty 
at Camp Robinson, as soon as practicable afier the ar- 
rival of Company D (Henry’s) at that station, and will 
proceed to Sidney Barracks and there take post. 4th. 
Company B (Meinhold’s) will be relieved from duty at 
Camp Sheridan, as soon as practicable after the arrival 
of Company D (Sutorius’), at that station, and will pro- 
ceed to Fort McPherson and there take post. On its 
arrival Company F (Moore’s) will be relieved and pro- 
ceed to and take post at Fort D. A. Russell. 

Second Lieutenant Henry R. Lemly, Third Cavalry, 
was November 4 ordered to remain at Sidney Barracks 
as quartermaster and superintendent of shipments from 
Sidney to Camps Robinson and Sheridan, until further 
orders. 

Twenty-third Infaniry.—Colonel Jefferson C. Davis 
was instructed October 30 to remain temporarily at de- 
partment headquarters, 

DEPARTMENT OF. TEXAS. , “ 
Brigadier-Gen OC. 0. Augur: Headquarters, San Antonio, Texas 
Medical Department.—At his own request and on the 


ny 





recommendation of the medical director of the depart- 
ment, the contract of A. A. Surgeon Donald Jackson 
was annulled—to take effect the 31st of October. 

rtermaster’s Department.—In addition to. his 
other duties as disbursing officer for railway and stage 
transportation, Captain E. J. Strang, A. Q. M., U. 5. 
Army, at Denison, Texas, was ordered October 30 to 
settle all_accounts for purchases for regular supplies 
made at Forts Richardson and Griffin, Texas. 

Fort Sill.—A newrpneer despatch from this post 
dated October 30, says: Yesterday 250 Comanche pri- 
soners arrived at this post in charge of Captuin W. C. 
Beech, Eleventh Infantry, together with their herd of 
ponies numbering about 2,000. This capture of pri- 
soners and ponies was made by General Davidson’s 
column on the North Fork of the Red River, in the Pan 
Handle of Texas. These Indians constitute the Noko- 
nee band of Comanches. His attempt.to disarm this 
band culminated in the battle of the Washita, on the 
20th and 21st of last August, in which the confederated 
tribes, numbering, it was estimated, aout 600. warriors, 
were severely punished by the United States troops. 
The demoralization arising from having been defeated 
in this and all subsequent fights has caused a breaking 
up of the confederation and surrender from time to 
time of a portion of the tribes composing it. The Quo- 
haudle band of Comanches, it is reported, has excaped 
into Mexico, leaving now only the Cheyennes upon the 
warpath to engage the attention of our troops. 

Eleventh Infantry.—Leave of absence for one month, 
on surgeon’s certificate of disability, was October 28 
granted First Lieutenant Leon A. Matile (Fort Griffin, 
Texas), 

On the expiration of bis leave of absence, First Lieu- 
tenant G. G. Lott, Eleventh Infantry, was October 27 
relieved from duty at Fort Concho, ‘Texas, and ordered 
to Fort Richardson, Texas, reporting, on his arrival, 
to the commanding officer Eleventh Infantry, for duty, 
he having been appointed adjutant of his regiment. 

Fort Clark.—A General Court-martial was to convene 
at Fort Clark, Texas, October 29. Detail for the court: 
Major A. E. Latimer, Fourth Cavalry; Captains Clar- 
ence Mauck, Fourth Cavalry; W. L. Kellogg, Tenth 
Infantry; First Lieutenants W. C. Hemphill F. L. 
Shoemaker, O. W. Budd, Fourth Cavalry; Second 
Lieutenant J. W. Martin, Fourth Cavalry. First Lieu- 
tenant J. T. Kirkman, Tenth Infantry, judge-advocate. 


Inspection of Accounts,—Major J. F. Wade, Ninth 
Cavalry, was ordered October 24 to make an inspection 
of. the money accounts of disbursing officers at Forts 
Brown and Ringgold Barracks, Texas. Cap'ain C. C. 
Hood, Twenty-fourth Infantry, was same date ordered 
to same duty at Fort McIntosh, Texas; and Lieutenant- 
Colonel J. P. Hatch, Fourth Cavalry, at Forts Clark 
and Duncan, Texas. . 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE SOUTH. 
Major-General I. McDowell: Headq’rs, Louisville, Ky. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 

Major-General I. McDowell: Headquarters, Louisville, Kentucky 

First Artillery.—On the 2d instant, telegraphic in- 
structions were sent tothe commanding officer, Depart- 
ment of the Gulf, to send a company of the First Artil- 
lery, to Mobile, Ala. 

Promotions.—Official information has been received 
from the War Department of the following promotions 
of officers: Major Peter T. Swayne, Second Infantry, 
to be lieutenant-colonel Fifteenth Infantry, vice Roy, 
deceased; Second Lieutenant George S.° Hoyt, Co. 
E, Eighteenth Infantry, Atlanta, Ga., to be first lieu- 
tenant vice Schultze, deceased, which carries him to 
Company A, Opelika, Ala. Lieutenant Hoyt will re- 
main on duty at Atlanta, Ga., for the present. 

Changes of Stations —On the 5th instant, telegraphic 
instructions were sent to First Lieutenant G. H. Pal- 
mer, Sixteenth Infantry, Huntsville, Ala., to return 
with his detachment to Nashville, Tenn.; to Captain 
W. F. Drum, Second Infantry, Moscow, Fayette Co., 
Tenn., to return with his detachment to Huntsville, 
Ala. On the 31st ultimo, to the commanding officer, 
Greenville, Butler County, Ala., to send an officer and 
ten men to encamp at Rutledge, Crenshaw County, 
Ala. ; to the commanding officer, Nashville, Tenn., to 
send all the available men of his command, under a 
commissioned officer, to Huntsville, Ala. On the Ist 
instant, to the commanding officer, Newberry, 8. C., 
to withdraw eight men from the detachment at Lau- 
rens, §. C., and to order them back to Newberry. On 
the 30th ultimo, to the commanding officer, Huntsville, 
Ala., to Send an officer and fifteen men to encamp at 
Moscow, Fayette County, Tenn.; to the commanding 
officer, Nashville, Tenn., to send an officer and twenty 
men to Memphis, Tenn., to report to Captain C. E. 
Morse, Sixteenth Infantry, the detachment to encamp 
at Lucy, near Memphis; to the commanding officer, 
Eufaula, Ala., to send an officer and ten men to en- 
camp at each of the following placesin Alabama: Clay- 
ton Precinct, Barbour County; Spring Hill Precinct, 
Barbeur County; to the commanding officer, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., to send an officer and ten men to encamp 
at Fort Browder Precinct, Barbour County, Ala., the 
detachment commander to report his arrival to Cap- 
tain A. S. Daggett, Second Infantry, Eufaula, Ala. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, Le. 

Medical Department.—A. A. Surgeon C. P. Wilkin- 
son, U. S. Army, was November 3 relieved from duty 
at Jackson Barracks, La., and assigned as the medical 
officer of the station at Natchitoches, La. He will re- 

rt to the commanding officer of the company of the 
Third Infantry ordered to that point and will accom- 
pany the company to its, station, 

First Artillery.—Second Lieutenant George W. Desh: 
ler was November 3 temporarily attached to Company 
L of that regiment, and ordered to report accordingly. 
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On the return of Captain Randell, from. his leave of 
absence, Lieu!enant r will Ha his proper com- 
pany. Leave of ubsence for ten ys was same date 


granted Captain A. M. Randol. 

Station of Troops —The commanding officer of the 
Third Infantry, was November 2 ordered to detail one 
company of his regiment to proceed without delay to 
Natchitoches, La., and there take post. The company 
will take with it camp equipage and subsistence stores 
for three months. Allyn’s company (B) of the Six- 
teenth Infantry was same date relieved from duty at 
Co!fax, La., and in compliance with the requisition of 
the U. 8. Marshal assigned to the duty of gnarding U. 
8. Civil prisoners fron Conshatta and Natchitoches to 
New Orleans. Major Henry L. Chipman, Third Infan- 
try, was charged with the supervision of the move- 
ments. In obedience to instructions from division 
headquarters Langdon’s Company M, First Artillery, 
was November 2 ordered at once to Mobile, Ala., and 
there remain until further orders. 

Twenty-second Infantry.—First Lieutenant William 
J. Reedy was directed November 5 to join his company 
(B) at Savannah, Ga, 

Thirteenth Infantry.—On the recommendation of the 
regimental commander, Second Lieutenant Mitchell F. 
Jamar, of Company H, Thirteenth Infantry, was No- 
vember 5 temporarily attached for duty to Company G, 
of the same regiment. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Mc/or-General W. 8. Hancock: Hdqrtrs, New York. — 


Officers Registered.—The following officers were regis- 
tered at the Headquarters Military Division of the At- 
lantic, for the week ending November 10, 1874: As- 
sistant Surgeon J. V. De Hanne, U. 8. Army; Captain 
Wm. Dickinson, U. 8. Army; Assistant Surgeon E. H. 
Coues, U. 8. Army; Major J. A. Smith, Corps of En- 
gineers; Assistant Sureeons J. M. Brown, E. Wood- 
ruff, U. 8. Army; First Lieutenant Henry B. Mellen, 
U. 8. Army; Captain E. C. Bainbridge, Filth Artillery; 
Lieu'enant-Colonel W. Merritt, Ninth Cavalry; Second 
Lieutenants A. H. Russell, Third Cavalry; James L. 
Wilson, Fourth Artillery; First Lieutenant J. C. Ayres, 
Ordnance Department; Majors Walter_ McFarland, 
Engineer Corps; C. Larned, paymaster, U. 8. Army; 
Captain John H. Donovan, Seventeentin Infantry; As- 
sistant Surgeon J. M. Dickson, U. 8. Army. 


Fort Hamilton.—A General Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Hamilton, N. Y. H., Novem- 
her 2. The following officers of the Third Artillery 
were detailed for the couit: Captains Lorenzo Lorain, 
William Sinclair; First Lieutenants James Chester, 
Abram G. Verplanck, Edward C. Knower, John B. 
Eaton; Second Lieutenant John D. C. Hoskins. First 
Lieutenant Charles 8. Heintzelman, judge-advocate. 


Twenty-second Infantry.—In compliance with instruc- 
tions from the Headquarters of the Army, First Lieu- 
tenant Thomas H. Fisher was ordered November 8 to 
proceed at once to Washington, D. C., and report in 
person to the Secretary of War. 

Third Infantry.—Second Lieutenant * William N. 
Wiiliams, having reported for examination by the 
board to retire disabled officers, convened in New York, 
and the board having completed his case, was Novem- 
ber 2 ordered to return to bis station.at Fort Riley, 
Kansas. 

Fitth Artillery.—The leave of absence granted First 
Lieutenant Géorge W. Crabb (Fort Adams, R. L.), 
from the post of Fort Adams, was November 7 ex- 
tended seven days. 

Official information has been received from the War 
Department, of the following promotions of officers of 
the Fifth regiment of Artillery: First Lieutenant John 
R. Brinckle, Company D, Fort Warren, Mass., to be 
captain, vice Rittenhouse, retired, which carries him 
to Company L, Fort Adams, R. L.; Second Lieutenant 
Garland N. Whistler, Company E, Fort Independence, 
to be first lieutenant, vice Brinckle, promoted, which 
carries him to Company D, Fort Warren, ; 

Fifth Infantry.—Captain William G. Mitchell, aide- 

de-camp, was November 10 appointed recorder for the 
board to retire disabled officers, appointed to meet in 
New York City on the 16th instant, by 8. 0., W. D., 
A.-G. O. 
. Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon J. V. De 
Hanne, U. 8. Army, was November 6 ordered to pro- 
ceed to Fort apy pepe and report to the com- 
manding officer for duty as mn. et 

‘Assistant Surgeon Eas Woodruff U. 8. Army, was 
November 6 ordered to proceed to Fort Niagara, N. Y., 
and report to the commanding officer for duty as post 
surgeon. 

ospital ‘Steward Theodore Huston, U. 8. Army, 
was November 10 relieved from duty at David’s Island, 
N. Y. H., and ordered to proceed without delay to 
Fort Independence, Boston bor, Mass., and report 
to the commanding officer for temporary duly. _ . 

The commanding officer Fort Independence, was 
November 10 authorized to grant ] ital Steward 
Edward Jacoby, U. 8, Army, a furlough from Novem- 
ber 15, 1874, to February 8, 1875, with permission to 
go to Philadelphia. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Major-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H’dq’rs San Francisco, Cal. 
rtermaster’s Department.—The leave of absence 
8 a month gramed — ——_ vol — 

uarte ter’s Departmen’ eadq' Depa: 
a eed te Artoain, was October 31 qntenaad tod month, . 
Twenty-third Infantry.—By direction of the General 
of the Army, First Lieutenant Charles Hay was Octo- 
ber 20 ordered wo meee a 

Department of the Platte, November 17, 1874. 
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Engineer s.—First Lieutenant John C. Mallery, Corps 
of Engineers, was October 24 assigned to duty as Iin- 
eer officer of the Department of California and the 
ivision of the Pacific, from the 20th of October. 
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 
Medical Department.—Assistant Surgeon Samuel A. 
Storrow, U. 8. Army, was ordered October 26 to re- 
ft to the commanding officer of Alcatraz Island, Cal., 
‘or duty as post surgeon, relieving Dr. Geo. M. Kober, 
A. A. surgeon, U. 5. Army, who upon being relieved 
was ordered to report to the commanding officer of 
Camp McDermit, Nev., on duty. 
Dr. 8. L. Orr, A. A. surgeon, U. 8. Army, was 
November 2 ordered to report to the medical director 
of the department for annulment of his contract. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 
Briq.-Gen. Oliver O. Howard: Headquarters, Portland, Oregon. 
Twenty-first Infantry.—In obedience to instructions 
from the Secretary of War, First Lieutenant William 
H. Boyle—in addition to his present duties at depart- 
ment headquarters, was October 20 ordered to purchase 
and inspect, in Portland and vicinity, and forward to 
the respective Indian agencies in Oregon and Washing- 
ton Territory, certain Indian supplies, to be designated 
by Indian Commissioner F. H. Smith. 


The previous leave of absence for seven days granted | 


Second Lieutenant Henry DeW. Moore, Twenty-first 
Infantry, was October 19 extended eight days. On the 
26th of October Lieutenant Moore was ordered to pro- 
eeed from Portland to Fort Boise, I. T. 

First Cavalry—Major John Greene was ordered 
‘etober 19 to accompany the department commander 
on a tour of inspection to Fort Townsend, Washington 
Territory, and the different Indian reservations in that 
vicinity, and return to Portland. 

Medical Department.—Upon the recommendation of 
the medical director, the following changes in the sta- 
tions and duties of officers of the Medical Department 
were made October 22: Assistant Surgeon John H. 
Bartholf, to duty as post surgeon at Camp Harney, 
Oregon; Assistant Surgeon Bolivar Knickerbocker, re- 
lieved from duty at Camp Harney, Oregon, and or- 
dered to Fort Colville, Washington Territory. On his 
arrival A. A. Surgeon William D. Baker will be re- 
lieved from duty at that post, and will report by letter 
to the medical director, for annulment of contract. 

Indian Agency to be Seized—The following despatch 
was sent by Brigadier-General Howard to the Adjutant- 
General U. 8. Army, Washington, D. C., dated Port- 
land, November 10: 

Please notify the Indian Bureau of the receipt of the 
following despatch from the Indian Agent of the 
Lapevai Agency: The Sheriff is going to take forcible 
possession of the Mission claim. It includes all the 
agen My instructions are not to use force. The 
Indians threaten tc burn everything. Can Vandever or 
Smith come immediately? Particulars mailed. Tele- 
graph and I will attend to it at once. 


M. O. L. L. U. 8. 


Tue following is published for the information of 
Companions of the Order: At a meeting of the Acting 
Commandery-in-Chief of the Order, held at the head- 
mee of the Commandery of the State of 

ennsylvania, on May 6, 1874, a charter for 
the Commandery of the State of Wisconsin, 
of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the 
United States, was issued, and the commandery organ- 
ized on the 15th day of May, A. p., 1874, in the City of 
Milwaukee. Official communications should be 
addressed to Captain Garth W. James, Recorder, 408 
Milwaukee street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Atastated 
meeting of the Philadelphia Commandery held on 
Wednesday evening, November 4, the following were 
elected Companions of the Order: Of the First Class— 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colouel Samuel Bell, U. 8. Vols.; 
late Additional Paymaster U. S. Army; Major Ezra 
W. Matthews, late First Pennsylvania Artillery; Major 
John M. McGrath, M. D., late surgeon Seventy-eighth 
Pennsylvania Vols.; First Lieutenant J. Albert Cloud, 
M. D., late assistant surgeon Fourth New Jersey Vols. ; 
Second Lieutenant Albert H. O’Brien, U., 8. Marine 
Corps. Asocial reunion of Companions of the Order 
was held at the close of the business meeting. 














Ar the meeting of the Academy of Science, at 
Philadelphia, Prof. Joseph Hepry, Chairman of the 
Tight-house Board, read a paper in reply to criticisms 
made by Major Elliot, in his report on foreign light- 
house establishments. One point taken was that the 
Tioard continued to use lard oil instead of kerosene. 
Trof. Henry said that while kerosene made a’brighter 


tavor of oil in large ones, The English had introduced 
gas in m«ny light-houses, and it was complained that 
the United States were behind the times in not doing 
the same. The reply to this was that safety and con- 
stancy were paramount considerations. The failure of 
a light for a single hour might be fatal to the lives and 

ortunes of many men. he light-house keepers in 
this country were appointed by politicians, and it 
often happens that as soon as a man had thoroughly 
learned his business he was turned out to make room 
for one who had voted for the member of Congress in 
the district. The simplest apparatus was required for 
such men. They could not be trusted with gas-gene- 
rating apparatus. There was often trouble in teaching 
them to manage the simple steam boilers used with fog 
whistles and sirens. An electrical light had been pro- 
posed instead of oil, but such light was deficient in the 
ied ray. No light was strong enough to penetrate fog. 
A mile of cloud shut out the sun’s rays, and we could 
not hope to get a light superior to the sun. 


A TELEGRAM dated London, Nov. 9, says: Marshal 
Bazaine and wife, under the name of ma, have 
sailed from Southampton on,the Ro il steamship 


flame in small lamps, the difference was greatly I Ar Chester, Pa., a man named Thomas Coyle, who 








THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the Jounnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such asrelate to the movement 
of officers or vessels. 





(Uniform Circular.) 
Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Wasnineton, November 7, 1874. 

On and after the 1st of January, 1875, all officers of 
the Navy to whom this regulation can apply, will wear 
on their blue-cloth trowsers for full-dress, a strip of 
Navy gold-lace down the outer seam of the width of 
that on their full-dress coats. 

After the above date, Lieutenant Commanders, and 
officers ranking with that grade, will wear on their 
sleeves, two slips of gold-lace half an inch in width, 
with one strip a quarter of an inch in width between 
them, each a quarter of an inch apart. 

Lieutenants, and officers ranking with that grade, 
will wear two strips of half-inch gold-lace, one-quarter 
of an inch apart. 

-  @xo. M. Rosgson, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


Tue Richmond was at Panama October 28. 

Master Joun C. Irvine has passed examination for 
promotion. 

Tue Plymouth sailed from Boston November 7, for 
Newport. 

Tue torpedo boat Alarm will be put putZof commis- 
sion at Washington. 

Tue Kansas sailed from New Orleans November 7, 
for Aspinwall. 

Tut Brooklyn’s repairs will be completed about the 
middle of December. 

THe court-martial at Norfolk has finished the 
trial of Captain Truxtun. 

Tue Dry Dock at New’ London was bid off, at auc- 
tion, on the 9th inst., to N. McKay, for $6,200. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 8. A. McCarry, execu- 
tive officer of the Canandaigua, has resigned. 

Surgeon STEwaRT KENNEDY has been tried by 
court-martialjat New Orleans. The result has not been 
announced. 

AssIsTANT PAYMASTER L. G. Bocas has passed an 
examination for promotion to passed assistant pay- 
master. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER EpwIn H. Mri, U. 8. 
Navy, died at his residence at Williamsburg, Mass., on 
the 7th inst. 

Tue Wachusett left New Orleans November 7, for 
Hampton Roads. She will probably go from Hampton 
Roads to Boston. 

Tue title of Commandant of Midshipmen at the 
Naval Academy has been changed to Commandant of 
Cadets. 

CoMMANDER BANCROFT GHERARDI has passed the 
Board of Examiners in Washington, for promotion to 
the grade of captain. 

Ir seems to be the impression that the Court of 
Inquiry in the case of Captain Renshaw recommends 
no further proceedings in the matter. 

Tue Navy Department} is; issuing amended regula- 
tions for the examination of cadet engineers, assistant 
engineers and passed assistant engineers for promotion, 
also for the admission of assistant engineers. 
CoMMANDER LULL’s report of the survey of the 
Nicara route, is not yet out of the hands of the 
printer. The delay seems to be in the engraving of the 
maps, which are to accompany,the report. 

At the September examinations for admission into 
the Naval Academy, 106 candidates were examined for 
admission as cadet midshipmen, of which 54 were 
found duly qualified for admission. 

Tue Kansas, which left New Orleans, November 7, 
will touch at Key West, Havana, Cape Haytien, Sa- 
mana Bay, San Domingo City, Laguayra, Ports Cu- 
bello, Aspinwall and Greytown, and return to Key 
West about Christmas. 

Tue Powhatan sailed from New Orleans for Hamp- 
ton Roads November 7. She is to take Rear-Admiral 
Worden to the European station, and will leave New 
York on this mission the latter part of December or 


Lisbon. Rear-Admiral Case will come home in her. 


formerly belonged to the United States steamer Pow- 
hatan, bas recently attracted attention to his endurance 


nearly four miles, in less than an hour, and next year 
proposes to swim from Chester to Philadelphia, over 


accom 


most extraordinary 
On Sunday, the 18th ult., Mr. John Jarvis, the faithful 


brevity. 
delivered a lecture in Calais. 


early in January. The transfer is to take place at P 


LIEUTENANT FREDERICK CoLiins, U. 8. Navy,|a novelty and especially the accuracy 
Me., on the 23d ult., for | at a long distance with shot and shell. From the small 


the benefit of the Public Library of that city. ‘The | number of ladies that accompanied the official party on 


Irving’s Columbus, vol. 3.,) and was handled in snch a 
masterly manner as to win the most gratifying com- 
pliments from a very select audience, and to reflect 
reat credit upon the Navy as well as upon the 
ecturer. Bouquets of flowers and garlands of vines 
were among the tributes paid Lieutenant Collins. 


rom the North Pacific Station we learn the follow- 
ing items: Pensacola, refitting, will be done about De- 
cember 20. Saranac, at La Paz, October 17 ; all well. 
Benicia, at Honolulu, sails for San Francisco, Novem- 
ber 18, with king. Tuscarora, sailed for Honolulu No- 
vember 1, will sound every thirty miles on her way 
over. Portsmouth, cruising North, probably at Sitka. 
U. 8. Coast Survey steamer, located Noon Day Rock, 
near the North Tarolleones, on the 30th ult. Narra- 
gansett, special surveying duty, nearly ready for sea. 
She will make a trial trip, then go to the Gulf of Lower 
California to continue survey. 


Tue New York World refers to the establishment of 
the Nautical School ship St. Mary’s, at New York, and 
says: The principal object of the school is to train 
seamen for the merchant service, but the instruction 
given will also prepare pupils to perform efficiently 
the duties of men-of-war’s men. Of course the charges 
for the maintenance and instruction of pupils will be 
small, as it is necessary for them to be in such aschool. 
Persons sufficiently interested in the subject to desire 
minuter information concerning the terms of admis- 
sion, regulation, etc., may get it by addressing David 
Wetmore, chairman, etc., 365 Greenwich street, New 
York 

A LIBEL suit has just been decided at Portsmouth, 
N. H., that is of interest to naval officers. Paymaster 
J. N. Carpenter, U. 8. Navy, brought suit against John 
H. Bailey of that place for having sent a letter to the 
Navy Department signed by himself and seven others, 
falsely charging him with being a rebel sympathizer, 
engaging actively in politics, and being a ‘‘tool of ex- 
Secretary Welles.” The case occupied the attention of 
the Circuit Court from October 30, till November 3. 
It was then ably argued by the Hon. Mr. Small, M. C. 
from that district, for defendant, and Albert R. Hatch 
for plaintiff. The jury rendered a verdict of $600 
damages for plaintiff. . 

Frcm Washington we receive a report that the trial 
of the torpedo boat Alarm at New York was quite 
satisfactory, that the engines worked well and the 
boiler power is ample. About fifty revolutions per 
minute were obtained on the trial. The steering 
apparatus is reported to be a complete success. Her 
speed was not as much as was anticipated, being about 
eight knots per hour. She goes almost as well astern 
as ahead. She can make a complete circle in about 
three minutes. On the passage from New York to 
Washington, no trial of her qualities was made, asshe 
was in tow of the Gettysburg pretty much all the way. 
She is regarded as a good sea boat. 


Tue Panama Star and Herald of October 21 contains 
the following: A game of base ball was played on the 
Buenavista Race Course October 4, between the United 
States steamer Omaha Base Ball Club and the Base Ball 
Club of Callao. The attendance was very good and 
the play on both sides was excellent. The score 21-0 
in favor of the Omaha's. The Oroya’s fielded first 
class, but were vanquished at the bat. Mr. John D. 
Smyser, U.S. M. C., acted as umpire and gave impar- 
tial decisions and general satisfaction. The Omaha's 
at present consider themselves as champions of the 
coast, unless the Richmond can scare up a nine, in 
which case the Omaha boys will play them or any other 
nine at the American national game. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes us : The U. 8. 8. Plymouth 
was commissioned at Portsmouth, N. H., on the 10th 
of October, and received her crew on the 12th. On 
the 14th of October she left the Navy-yard, proceeded 
to the Compass Station, took in her ammunition, and 
was inspected by the Board of Inspectors on the 16thr 
of October, and pronounced not only ready for sea, but 
perfect in the smallest details of the service. This 
compares favorably with the old times of the service. 
She was then ordered to Boston to be docked, and ar- 
rived there on the 22nd, where she remained till the 
7th of November, giving her crew liberty, and losing 
but one man. And it was the general remark of all, 
that they had seldom seen a ship in such perfect order 
and with so well regulated and contented acrew, which 
not only speaks well for the ship and service, but, if 
generally adopted, would make the Navy more popu- 
lar, and men more contented. The Plymouth, after 
roceeding to Newport, and trying torpedoes, will, it 
is rumored, be attached to the North Atlantic squadron. 
It is to be regretted that a vessel with her reputation 
could not be sent to our European waters ; and we 
still hope that the Navy Department may find employ- 
ment for her there, where we have no doubt she will 


as a swimmer. He swam from Macon Hook to Chester, | refiect credit on the country. 


Tue Panama Star and Herald of October 21, says: 
In pursuance of the kind invitation of Admiral Collins, 


‘sixteen miles, in less than four hours. A boat will : : «od 3 : 

i tone t A through President Miro, as already noticed in the pro 
Bec Sow a eee eens Se = rwith- costings of the Legislative f ycneen A y, the greater num- 
io Pe Se ™ bat a ba yards. | ber of the deputies along with the members of the 
THe returns of the Annapolis post office show a| administration, the judges of the Supreme Court of 
predisposition to letter writing on | the State, the commanding officers of the State militia 
the part of the cadets and others of the Naval Academy. | and National troops stationed in Panama, the United 


States Consul, Dr. Long, and several ladies went on 


— ier Of the institution, collected and mailed | poard of the United States flagship Richmond at2 P. M., 
800 letters, and on Sunday, the 25th, over 1,000, the|in the little steamer Zabdoguilla. The company were 
accumulation in each case of the preceding twenty- | received at the gangway in due style, and by the atten- 
four hours. The latter number would give an average | tion of the admiral and the officers of the ship, every 
of two and a half letters to each person on thestation, | one was soon made to feel quite at home under the 
the majority of which were probably missives of love| American flag. The party were shown over the ship 
and friendship, and not particularly remarkable for | and had all the outs and ins of a large ship of war ex- 
plained to them; to many of the deputies being quite 


of target firing 








Neva. 


subject was ‘“‘The Golden Land of Hobayba,” (see | board, dancing was not indulged in to the extent it 





of 
‘in 
on 


ily 
e8 


ol. 
ire 


ins 


sall 
ind 
1-0 
rst 


ar- 


Nov. 14, 1874. 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL — 


215 








would otherwise have been. It is satisfactory to know 
that the entire party enjoyed themselves, and fully 
appreciated the considerate attention and _ courtesy of 
Admiral Collins in thus contributing to difluse friendly 
intercourse between the United States naval represen- 
tative and the authorities and people of so important a 
section of South America as the Isthmus of Panama. 
Admiral Collins and the officers of the United 
States flagship Richmond came on shore, by invitation, 
to witness a review of the National force at present 
stationed in this city, which took place on the after- 
noon of the 12th in presence also of some of the mem- 
bers of the Assembly and those of the State Govern- 
ment, and a crowd of citizens. The force which forms 
a part of the Battalion Ayacucho of the Colombian 
guard went through their evolutions with the greatest 
precision and with an agility and activity in the 
management of their arms unsurpassed even by that 
celebrated corps the French Zouaves. The admiral 
and the officers that accompanied him expressed them- 
selves, we understand, highly satisfied with both officers 
and men, who fairly gave new proofs of the thorough 
drill to which the National forces are subjected in 
Bogota. After the exercises were over the admiral and 
the officers that were with him were invited to the 
residence of the commanding officer, Colonel Vezga, 
who served up a refreshment, at which the admiral 
complimented the colonel again on the admirable drill 
of his battalion both as to its officers and men. 

A ‘CORRESPONDENT writes us, dating United States 
steamer Juniata, harbor of Argostoli Island, Cepha- 
lonia, Greece, October 15: Since my last letter to you, 
dated at Venice, we have been pretty steadily on the 
go, although the majority of the places at which we 
have stopped have been very small and devoid of 
interest. The following is a list of ports visited, with 
dates, since leaving Venice: Polo, Austria, arrived 
September 17, left September 19; Fiume, Austria, 
arrived 19, left 22; Spalatro, Dalmatian Coast, Hungary, 
arrived 24, left 25; Ragusa, Dalmatian Coast, Hungary, 
arrived 25, left 26; Durazzo, Turkey, arrived 27, left 
27; Avlona, Turkey, arrived 28, left 29; Corfu, Greece, 
Tonian Islands, arrived 30, left October 10; Argostoli, 
Cephalonia, Ionian Islands, arrived October 11. At 
Pola we had fine opportunity to examine the immense 
naval station of Austria, and one which is of the first 
grade, if not the best of any in Europe. Here the 
Austrians have numbers of vessels, iron-clads, steam 
frigates, and others in various states of preparation for 
active service, divided into first, second, and third 
reserves, the first of which they claim can be in all 
respects ready for sea in five days; the next, the 
second, in twenty days, and the third in an indefinite 
period. At Fiume, the cfficers of the ship attended 
some very successful experiments with the improved 
Whitehead torpedo, conducted by Colonel Whitehead 
in person, and at which the submerged torpedo, driven 
by compressed air, attained a speed of seventeen knots 
per hour for 1,200 feet, and after for over a mile, at a 
less reduced rate, also showing a great accuracy of 
projection. It was finally attached to a boat which it 
drew at the rate of six knots per hour, being easily 
steered by the rudder of the boat. Fiume is also the 
seat of the Austrian Naval Academy. On our passage 
down we ran inside of the islands on the Dalmatian 
Coast, on our way meeting an Ausirian fleet of 
vessels exercising—one of them being the iron-clad 
Kaiser. The ports between Fiume and Corfu are un- 
serviceable and dirty. At Corfu, the time was passed 
very pleasantly, the United States Consular Agent at 
that place, Mr. T. Woodley, being a very pleasant, 
genial gentleman. As he was kind enough to lend the 
officers his yacht, a small party was made up, and 
went over to Albania boar shooting, but were un- 
successful, bringing back only a few pigeons. We ex- 
pect to leave here to-morrow or next day for Zante. 
The Franklin, I believe, is at Athens. The Alaska 
was here on the 27th, and then went to the Pireus, 
where she was visited by the Minister of Marine and 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The Congress is with 
the Franklin. The way the ship has been cruising 
about in and outof ports, reminds a person of an after- 
noon summer steamboat from New York, running out 
a gang plank and then in again, aud on to the next 
place. This also is a great expense to the commanding 
officer of a vessel, in the way of official courtesies, at 
each port, dinners, etc., all of which outlay comes 
out of his own pocket, while in the cases of foreign 
officials there is an allowance made by their respective 
governments for the expense of official entertainments. 

aragraph No, 708, Navy Regulations, makes it the 
duty of commanders of vessels of the United States 
in a foreign port ‘‘ to reciprocate fully all civilities that 
may be extended to himself” (among which are official 
dinners,) but neglects to provide for meeting the ex- 
ye of the same, as is the custom of other nations. 

f you will give the subject a little notice in your 
paper, it will be of help to a large number of officers. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 
ORDERED. 
Novemser 5.—Lientenant . Ri 2 
Philadelphie eutenant John C. Rich, to the Navy-yard, 
Ssistant Surgeon John L. Neilson, to the Naval 
New York, on the 12th inst. i waibsibitia 
Chaplain E. W. Hager, to the Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va. 
Carpenter Wm. D. Toy, to the Navai Asylum, Philadelphia, on 
the 17th inst. ; 
OVEMBER 9.—Lieutenant Ransome B. Peck, to the Navy- 
Mare Island, . a ist December next. , er 
enant W. W. Rh i 
Portsmouth Rhodes, to the receiving ship Sabine, at 
NovEMBER 10.—Commander Oscar F. Stanton, to the Navy- 
= » Norfolk, on the 28th inst., as senior aide to the command- 





Commander Wm. Whitehead,’ , 
Thirteenth ie. fa , a8 light-house inspector of the 

futenants Franklin Hanford fand Wm. P. od 
ceiving ship Vermont, at New York. ne ean 


my? Paymaster Geo. A. Deering, to the Triana, at Wash- 
, » D.C. : 


DETACHED. 


Novemser 5.—Lientenant A. G. Paul, from ordnance duty at 
pms Havy-yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to special light-house 


Passed Assistant Engineer L. R. Harvey, from the Navy-yard, 
Boston, and ordered to the Brooklyn. 

Assistant Engineer Wm. S. Moore, from the Brooklyn, and 
placed on waiting orders 

Carpenter E. Thompson, from the Naval Asylum, Philadelphia, 
and placed on waiting orders. 

NovEMBER 6.—Commodore James H. Spotts, from duty as 
light-house inspector of the Twelfth Light-house District, on the 
1st December next, and praca on waiting orders. 

Commander A. T. Snell, from duty at the Naval Observatory, 
and ordered as inspector of the Twelfth Light-house District, 
San Francisco, Cal., on the 1st December next. 

Commander Wm. E. Fitzhugh, from duty as senior aide to com- 
mandant at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, California, and ordered 
to duty as ordnance and navigation officer at that yard. 

Commander J. C. Watson, from duty as ordnance and naviga- 
tion officer at the Navy-yard, Mare Island, California, and or- 
dered as senior aide to the commandant of that yard. 

NovEMBER 9.—-Lieutenant-Commander Henry Glass, from epe- 
cial duty, and ordered to command the Nautical School Ship to 
be established at the port of San Francisco. 

Passed Assistant Engineer Geo. W. Stivers, from the torpedo 
boat Alarm, and placed on waiting orders. 

Acting Boatswain Daniel Ward, from duty at New Orleans, La., 
and granted two months’ leave. 

NovemBER 10.—Commander 8. Livingston Breese, from the 
Navy-yard, Norfolk, Va., and ordered to command the Ossipee, 
now at Samana bay, St. Domingo. 

Commander Francis M. Ramsay, from the command of the Os- 
sipee, and ordered to return home and report arrival. 

Master Martin E. Hall has reported tis arrival home, having 
been detached from the Asiatic Station on the 12th September 
last, and has been placed on waiting orders. 

Assistant Paymaster J. W. Jordan, from the Triana, and _or- 
dered to the Navy-yard, Pensacola, Fla., for duty in charge of the 
accounts of the iron-clads at that place. 


REVOKED. 


The orders of Master John P. Wallis, to the Dictator, and to 
hold himself in readiness for sea service. 


APPOINTED. 


George P. Barnes, of Norfolk, Va., an acting sailmaker in the 
Navy, from November 9, 1874. 


PLACED ON RETIRED LIST. 


Commodore Wm. Ronckendorff, from November 9, 1874. 
Sailmaker John J. Stamford. 


RESIGNED. 
Lieutenant-Commander Stephen A. McCarty. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED. 
an Assistant Surgeon M. D. Jones for three months from 5th 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States, which have been reported to 
the Surgeon-General, for the week ending November 11, 1874 : 
Andrew Kennedy, marine, October 13, U. 8S. steamer Richmond, 
at Panama. 

Edwin Rothschell, sergeant marine corps, October 18, Naval 
Hospital, Norfolk. 








(From the New York Times, November 5.) 
VESSELS OF WAR. 


NEVER before was the whole subject of marine war- 
fare in such a muddle as it isnow. When Louis Na- 
poleon launched the Glire, fifteen years ago, he opened 
a discussion which seems never likely to come to an 
end. The European navies had settled down to what 
they supposed was a sort of “ hard-pan.” After more 
than a decade of talk and experiment they had finally 
got the screw fairly introduced, and the batteries were 
generally equipped with shell-guns. The destruction 
of the Turkish fleet at Sinope by the Russian shell-guns 
and time-fuses, in the early part of the Crimean war, 
sent a shudder through the naval circles of Europe. 
The alarm was as to the then existing power of naval 
batteries. If the small shell-guns of the Russian fleet 
did such swift execution, what would be likely to hap- 
pen if ten-inch shells were fired into one another's ves- 
sels? One or both of the antagonisis must forthwith 
be sent to destruction. The standard authority on 
naval gunnery referred with horror to the awful power 
of this tremendous missile. It was this fearful antici- 
pation, as much as the launching of the Gloire, that 
gave birth to the iron-clad era. That these anticipa- 
tions were entirely justifiable the fearful carnage which 
the shells of the Merrimac in a few minutes inflicted on 
the Cumberland and Congress is abundant proof. 

It was at this time, in 1861, that the Monitor made 
its appearance. England had already begun her iron- 
clad navy, and had launched the Warrir, the Black 
Prince, the Defence, and another. The French had built 
a companion to the Gloire. The fight between the 
Monitor and Merrimac changed the whole aspect of 
things. Foreign powers saw that wooden ships had no 
show against shell-guns in shot-proof vessels, and that 
we had been able to build within a hundred days a 
ship that solved the iron-clad problem, and was capa- 
ble of sinking any French or English wooden ship that 
might come against it. The fact, too, was apparent 
that afew months would give us a fleet of just such 
vessels. And in a few months we had the fleet. But 
we have made no attempt since the war to compete in 
iron-clad construction with England and France or any 
of the European powers. We have practically ceased 
to place reliance on guns for the defence of our har- 
bors. Our course now is plain. It is to attack an 
enemy below the water-line—abandoning all devious 
attempts to overcome his armcred sides—and thus to 
neutralize whatever advantage he may have obtained by 
colossal expenditures on iron-clads. 

The fact that attack below the water-line by sub- 
aqueous weapons is destined to utterly revolutionize 
naval warfare would seem to be too plain to require 
labored demonstration ; but undoubtedly another great 
war will be needed to convince naval authorities of it. 
England, France, Germany, and Russia vie with each 
other to produce an iron-clad absolutely impregnable to 
existing artillery. England has just put the monitor 
Inflexible on the stocks. She is to have twenty-four 
inches of armor on her turret, and is to carry guns 
firing shot weighing 1,600 pounds. Russia haslaunched 
the Peter the Great, and Germany follows with her 
Frederick the Great. Meanwhile, the naval writers of 





a __s 


lets with discussions and controversies as to the general 
character and powers of iron-clads, ard, strangely 
enough, navul officers are preparing elaborate treatises 
on naval tactics for the disposition of these monsters, 
as if they were to be handled and mancenvred as Von 
Moltke could an army corps on a smooth plain. Inas- 
much as a few hundred pounds of nitro-glvcerine, or 
some other of the modern explosives, fired in contact 
with their unarmored sides below the water, would 
send the strongest of these naval giants to Davy Jones” 
locker before even the simplest of ‘‘ naval tactics” 
could be put into operation, we must regard the work 
of these industrious tacticians as thrown away. 

The inability of the naval specialists to appreciate the 
situation, and the consequent muddle that exists 
throughout Europe as to models of vessels, the charac- 
ter of armor, the parposes to which naval vessels may 
be put, and the methods of naval warfare, are indica- 
tions of the coming revolution. To show the extreme 
to which they go, we find little kingdoms like Sweden 
and Norway building an insignificant number of broad- 
side iron-clads, thus feebly following in the wake of 
Russia and Germany. Of course, these vessels are of 
no use to such a power for offensive pu and as 
for defensive purposes they are worthless, and their 
whole constuction is simply a frivolous waste of money, 

rompted by vanity and a foolish attempt at rivalry. 

t is hard for the naval minds to understand that the 
old ideas of naval power are fast approaching an end. 
A clear observer, informed as to the situation, must 
recognize the fact that twenty-five vears from now a 
navy will exist only as a means of defence for the great 
nations. The vast sums that are spent every year in 
maintaining and increasing the navies of Europe on 
their present system may, therefore, be regarded as 
practically thrownaway. The comparatively inexpen- 
sive submarine monster, applied to defensive uses, will 
neutralize all the millions that are now wasted on 
enormous naval constructions. 





Tse San Francisco Bulletin of October 22, says: 
Several months have elapsed since General Myers, of 
the Quartermaster’s Department, U. 8. Army, and 
Colonel Lyford, of the Ordnance Department, were 
detailed by the Government for a special mission to 
Japan as the custodians of presents from America to 
the Tenno. The presents were composed, for the most 
part, of rifles and cannons of American manufacture, 
and samples of accoutrements used in every branch of 
the Army, and the object of our Government was to 
reciprocate a similar courtesy extended by Japan 
several years ago, when valuable and interesting 
curiosities were sent to Washington by the highest 
officials of that country. The action of the Japanese 
government was the direct means of stimulating a 
trade between the two countries in articles of use and 
ornament of Japanese manufacture, and it was pre- 
sumed that the response of America would bring some 
of her manufacturing products to the favorable notice 
of the people of Japan and create a new trade. The 
Tenno received the accredited representatives of 
America with distinguished consideration, and returned 
grateful acknowledgments for the presents through the 
appropriate diplomatic channels. The two officers 
were allotted the apartments in the Summer palace of 
the Tenno occupied by the Grand Duke Alexis, and 
could not possibly have desired more hospitable treat- 
ment thar they received from first to last. e 
ministers of the Tenno, by his special order, gave the 
officers a banquet of regal magnificence, at which all 
the dignitaries, save the Tenno, were present. The 
provisions of monarchical etiquette, which comprehend 
a vast amount of respect to rank, did not permit the 
presence of the Tenno at this banquet. But at a later 
date, upon the occasion of a banquet given by the 
United States Minister, the Tenno attended and took 
an active interest in the exercises. Several of the 
Krupp guns and a few of the other arms, among the 
American presents, were satisfactorily tested in the 
presence of the Emperor at the ground of the Summer 
palace. The mission of the officers was a success in 
every respect. Colonel Lyford arrived here yesterday- 
by the steamer Japan, and will shortly proceed to 
Washington. General Myers is making a tour through 
Japan in company with Alvinza Hayward, of this city, 
and is not expected here for several weeks. 








Count Mo.rxs has addressed the following letter to 
Dr. Braun, member of the German Parliament, regard- 
ing M. Camille Rousset’s work on The Volunteersof 1791 
-94 ; ‘‘ My best thanks for the kindly transmission of 
your translation of the interesting work Les Vi J 
etc., which will enlighten and be useful in wide circles, 
especially the excellent characterization of the Com- 
mune from your own pen in the introduction. It is 
bad enough when armies must lacerate one another. 
Let not the people be set against one another ; that is 
no pro; of civilization, but a return to barbarism. 
A regular war is like a thunder-storm, which in great 
blows devastates tracts of land, but also fertilizes. A 
struggle, however, such as goes on now in Spain is like 
a lasting thick fog, which destroys entire harvests. 
Improvised armies can, however, not carry on any 
other kind of struggle. ” 








THe newspapers report the arrest of Lieutenant 
Hodgson, Seventh Cavalry, at Monroe, La., for con- 
tempt of court in refusing to obey a writ of habeas 
corpus of a State judge, issued in the case of certain 

risoners from’ Claiborne Parish. A press despatch from 

ew Orleans, Nov. 8th, says, in regard to the matter :' 
Brevet Belg. Gen. Teaem. sdouenens Selene om the 
18th Infantry, left for Vienna to-night as a Special 
Commnisalousr authorized by the War Department to 
investigate the serious ny against Lieut. Hodgson. 
Lieut. Hodgson’s action in ‘cutting the telegraphic 
wires has been the subject of vi s protest from 
President Orton of] the Western; Union Telegraph 





Europe are filling newspapers, magazines, and pamph- 


Company. 
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WwW O. LINTHICUM, 174 Firtn Avenue, N. Y. 
* MERCHANT TAILOR & REPORTER OF FASHIONS. 


From the Army and Navy Journal of Jan. 31, 1874. 

An enthusiasm for one’s b or profession is not onl 
admirable in itself but is the chief element of success, and it is 
that hae given Mr. W. O. thicum, of 174 Fifth avenue, New 
York, the distinction am which secured for him the 
—r of the Duke ‘Alexia, as chief among his class. There 
8 no college of tailors that we know of; if there were one Mr. 
Linthicum would, we doubt not, be chosen by acclamation to the 

residency, or the chief professorship ; for he is not only a good 

alo: himself, but is the cause of ‘tailoring in others, bein, 
the a’ r original_ systems ties ublished in book 
form, the editor of “ Linthicum’s Journal of New York Fash- 
ions,” and the publisher of a reat variety of patterns for coats, 
pants, and vests, which are furnished cut to measure or other- 
wise at a moderate e. Su with these officers at a dis- 
tance from New York can ¢ sure, wherever they are, of 
clothes made according to the most approved New 
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General G. G. M U.S. Army, Philadelph a; General George, 
Sykes, U. S. Army ; Genera L Greiner, U 8. Army, 
jer-General Wm. M. Graham, U.S. Army ; Mra. Admirai 
Wasb ngton, D. C.; General 8. D. Bturges, U. 8. 


Army. 


Comp.arnts of the pay and allowances of the 
British army are coming in from all sides to the 
military authorities, and they are said by the United 
Service Gazette to have produced an effect. State- 
mgnts of the increased and increasing prices of all 
necessaries of life, and urgent supplications, bearing 
the strongest recommendations of the general officers, 
for additional means to meet the emergency are con- 
stantly forwarded. Already at some of the garrisons 
abroad the principle of helping the troops to bear 
the burden of an expensive locality has been con- 
ceded, At Bermuda all below the commissioned 
ranks receive an increase of 25 per cent. to their pay. 
At the Cape of Good Hope, all officers, trom the 
general commanding down to the junior assistant- 
commissary, receive one shilling and sixpence extra 
pay; and at the Straits settlements and Hong Kong, 
additional emoluments are given. There are, how- 
ever, many places in the colonies that are quite as dear 
as the above-named places to live in, bat at which 
nothieg is given to assist the officer and soldier, 
while in the United Kingdom the thousands of the 

and auxiliary forces bear witness to the hard- 

a scale aaa abe framed? oe are 

ea 

the couamedities of life were the lower , tong i 
is not alone in bread and meat, vegetables and drink 
that are usually taken as the necessaries 
the cost has so great, but in 

saddlery, boots, and plain 

ually necessary in the mar 
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MUZZLE RIFLING. 

E have received from Quartermaster General 
Meies, in the form of “Ordnance Notes 

No. XXIX.,” a paper of exceeding interest as affect- 
ing one of the great military questions of the day— 
rifle practice. It seems that considerable excitement 
and interest have been aroused in English circles by 
a reported revolution in the whole system of rifling, 
denominated “ Muzzle-rifling.” This change had its 
origin in the brain, not of a gun-maker or 
ordnance officer, but that of Mr. Wm11am Mur- 
PHy, a distiller, of Richmond, County Cork, 


| Ireland. His invention had an exceptional character. 
.| The peculiarity consisted in rifling, with inclined 


rifling, only a comparatively small portion of the 
bore towards or at the muzzle, the rifling being dis- 
pensed with in a large portion of the bore in front of 
the seat of shot, where it has hitherto been an im- 
pediment to the initial motion of the projectile, and 
consequently a cause of recoil, The peculiarity and 
novelty of the system were in some measure in con- 
fining the rifling, not only to that portion of 
the bore where alone (as sought to be proved) 
rifling can be necessary, but to the very portion of it 
which has hitherto been considered the weakest ; 
where, in fact, we have been taught to believe that 
any impediment to the free exit of the bullet would 
involve the destruction of the arm. The patentee 
claimed for his system the following advantages: 
First, a great reduction of recoil, without any reduc- 
tion of charge or increase in the weight of the arm. 
Secondly, increased velocity of projectile, and conse- 
quent flatness of trajectory, without any loss of 
accuracy of direction, Thirdly, from the position of 
the rifling, facility for punching, drawing, or cutting, 
and accurately gauging the same; and, though last, 
not least, a very considerable reduction in the cost of 
manufacture, with more exact evenness of pitch and 
form of rifling, consequent mainly on the small por- 
tion of the bore that will be rifled. Mr, Murpny 
contended that the fact of the surface of the projec- 
tile having to travel along the incline of the rifling 
towards or near the muzzle retards only slightly, 
without unduly checking, the velocity at that point, 
and that in consequence a larger quantity of the 
powder-charge is consumed, and a somewhat greater 
power is thus finally applied to expel the prcjectile 
from the bore than with the ordinary rifle. In the 
case of this latter, the increasing velocity of the pro- 
jectile is unimpeded, save by the column of air in 
the barrel, until it escapes from the muzzle, except 
when increasing pitch is used. 

Captains O’Hea and Szetwrn, R.N., and Com- 
mander Dawson, R.N., together with Mr. W1LL1AM 
WALKER, in a discussion before the Knglish Society 
of Arts, explained the immense advantages accruing 
from the invention, and described numercus experi 

ments which proved to them that the invention 
would reduce the cost of rifling, increase accuracy, 
diminish recoil, and completely revolutionize rifle 
practice. General Meras was so much impressed by 
the results claimed and the “statements of officers of 
reputation, which I could not believe to be false, 
fraudulent, or mistaken,” that he addressed a letter 





to the Seeretary of War, recommending that 


“consulting the paper published in No. LXXII. of 
The Journal of the British United Service Institution, 
exhaustive experiments be instituted upon muzzle- 
rifling ; upon the form of section of barrel, whether 
grooved or ribbed, which should be adopted; upon 
the least rapidity of twist which will be sufficient to 
secure the ball uniformly striking {point foremost at: 
1,000 or 1,200 yards range, and upon the proportion 
of powder to lead in the cartridge. These experi- 
ments will not cost much either in time, labor, or 
money, and I believe they will lead to a great change 
and a great improvement in the rifled arms of the 
United States.” 

These experiments have been conducted at the 
National Armory, Springfield, Mass., with results 
that show how much circumstances alter cases, and 
that we need not be afraid to put our American guns 
beside the Martini-Henry, whether wholly or in part 
rifled on the English system. 

We give the results of the experiments, the details 
being too long for present publication, but remark- 
ing that they are fully borne out by numerous and 
exhaustive trials. Major Benron, commanding the 
armory, reports that: “as regards the superiority 
of part-rifling over full-rifling, the experiments made 
by me have been for the purpose of comparing the 
merits of part-rifling on the Henry plan with the 
full-rifling of the present Springfield system. From 
the report of these experiments, I think it will be 
seen that the part-rifling system on the Henry plan, 
while it sometimes gives excellent results, does not 
always do so, and is, on the whole, inferior to the 
present Springfield system of full-rifling. The special 
advantage claimed for part-rifling, viz., greater flat- 
ness of trajectory, is not confirmed by the experi- 
ments when compared to the present Springfield 
mode of rifling. As regards cost of construction, the 
part-rifling on the Henry system is more expensive 
than the full-rifling on the Springfield system, inas- 
much as the additional operation of reaming out 
costs not only more than the difference from the 
length of rifling, but more than rifling the full length 
of the barrel.” 

He further reports, on the claim that a twist of 
twenty-two inches is too great for our .45 calibre 
rifle, and on the proposal that trials be made with 
barrels of four and six feet twists. It was also pro- 
posed to increase the charge of powder and reduce 
the weight of the bullet so as to get increased velo- 
city. Both of these suggestions have now been tried 
and have failed to give satisfactory results, owing to 
the very great falling off in accuracy of fire. The 
800-grain bullets, which were fired with 90 grains of 
powder, were lightened by shortening the 405-grain 
bullet. The mode of lightening by hollowing the 
chamber and filling the cavity with a plug of wood, 
would hardly be applicable to projectiles of this 
calibre. It is employed in England only for the 
Snider bullet, which has a calibre of nearly .58. 

Major Benton, in his further report, sums up the 
results of his experiments thus : 


I, Regarding accuracy of fire at 300 and 500 yards range 
with ammunition prepared at this armory, there is little, if 
any, cifference between the Springfield fall-rifled barrel and 
the two Henry part-rifled barrels with 22” twist. With ser- 
vice cartridges, as received from the Frankford Arsenal, the 
accuracy of fire is decidedly in favor of the Springfield 
barrel. I attribute this disparity mainly to the difference 
in the lubricants employed. The Frankford lubricant, being 
pure Japan wax, is not so perfect in its be ap ee and does 
not lubricate the bore near the muzzle so thoroughly as 
that used here, which is composed of beeswax, sperm oil, 
and graphite. The part-rifling after a few rounds was 
observed to be entirely covered with dirt, whereas but a 
portion of the full-rifling was so covered, and the lands had 
necessarily a better hold on the bullet than in the former 
case. II. As regards flatness of trajectory, as shown by the 
position of the centre of impact for the same angle of fire 
there seems to be little difference between the pringfield 
barrel and the Henry part-rifled barrel. For some reason, 
which I cannot explain, the | of the bullet from the 
Henry part-rifled barrel was much greater at all distances 
than from the other two barrels, and, therefore, had a 
higher trajectory. A careful inspection of No. 7 barrel was 
made, and. no difference could be detected between it and 
barrel No. 2. The English experiments, to which General 
Meigs refers, were made to compare full and part-rifled 
barrels on the Henry (ribbed) system of rifling, and are 
not, therefore, perfectly analogous to the experiments 
referred to in this report, which were made to compare the 
merits of the Henry part-rifle with the Springfield full-rifle 
systems. I can only < that, so far as the experiments 
made at this armory go, they do not confirm the results of 
the English experiments, which showed that part-rifling 
gave a much flatter trajectory than fareiting- . The 
firing from Henry part-rified barrels, with four-foot and six- 
foot twist, was. very wild at 500 yards, As the target was 
frequently missed, no record is given of the firin with these 

ns. Frankford service cartridges were used with these 
barrels, and cartridges prepared at this armory with 90 
grains of powder and bullets weighing 300 grains. IV. The 


results for recoil (table No. 11) show rather less pressure for 
the full-rifled Springfield 
barrels Nos. 2, 7, and 5. 


than for the Henry part-rifled 


f i + twist, 
Barrel No. 5, with six. The 





| gave somewhat greater pressure than the others. 
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an gy from a charge of 90 grains of powder and 300 of 
ead is also a little more than for charges of 70 grains of 
powder and 405 of lead. V. The initial velocities obtained 
with the Henry | peihfeggen barrel (No. 2 and No. 4) are a 
little greater and more uniform than that with the full- 
rifled Springfield barrel, while the Henry part-rifled barrel 
(No. 7) was about equal to the latter in both respects. 
The conclusion from the foregoing is that no advantage is 
to be derived from the adoption of part-rifiing in place of 
full-rifling for our present service arms and ammunition. 
The present system of full-rifling gives very good and 
uniform results, with even considerable variation in the 
manufacture of the arms and ammunition. This fact is not 
only established by the experiments herein referred to, but 
by extended experiments made at this armory and the 

rankford Arsenal for several years past. Part-rifled barrels 
sometimes give very good results, but slight defects in the 
construction of the barrel and the quality of the ammuni- 
tion impair, and sometimes totally destroy, accuracy of fire. 
Twists of one turn in four feet and one turn in six feet do 
not give, with part-rifling, sufficient rotation to the bullet 
to insure its hitting a target twelve feet square at a distance 
of 500 yards. This was found to be true both for charges of 
70 oop of powder and 405 of lead and 90 grains of powder 
and 300 of lead. The statement that part-rifling is cheaper 
to make than full-rifling may be true as regards the Henry 
system and the rifling machinery in use in England, but it 
is not so with the system of rifling and machinery employed 
at this armory. ‘T'ne cost of full-rifling a barrel at this 
place is four and one-half cents. The extra operation of 
reaming out the barrel to within four inches of the muzzle, 
required in part-rifling, costs six and one-half cents per 
barrel, making the cost of part-rifling over full-rifling about 
two cents per barrel. When on a visit to the small-arms 
factory at Enfield, England, last summer, I was informed by 
Colonel Frazer, the superintendent, that it required one 
workman for a day of nine hours to rifle ten barrels on the 
Henry plan at that establishment. Paying the workmen 
the same wages allowed here for a day of eight hours would 
make the cost of rifling at Enfield between thirty and forty 
cents per barrel. It may, therefore, be true, as stated in 
the reports referred to by General Meigs, that part-rifling 
is cheaper than full-rifling, as done in England. 


We join with General Merics, when he says of 
these experiments: ‘‘They go far to settle some 
vexed and important questions, and having been 
made with the accuracy and care which distinguish 
the work of our Ordnance Corps, they will be a val- 
ble contribution to science.” 








Tue reports of General SHerRMAN and Lieutenant- 
General SuERipAN, published elsewhere, are full of 
matter, though by no means lengthy. Both these 
officers have fallen into a habit very rare in these 
days of long sentences and much talk. They say 
what they have to say briefly, talk to the question, 
and use plain English. In the case of the General- 
in-chief, the talk is especially plain. He speaks his 
mind without reserve on the faults and abuses of our 
military system. Especially is he severe on the 
method of dealing with Indians forced upon the 
Army by an ill-informed Congress, Considering the 
millions of dollars annually thrown away by Congress 
on an Indian Department; not only useless but 
actually pernicious, and the parsimony shown by the 
same Congress in dealing with the Army, it is a 
great satisfaction to know that the Indian agents 
have at last “confessed their utier inability to 
manage their respective tribes” in the southwest. 
The sentences in General SueRMan’s report in which 
he announces this fact may be made worth millions 
to the country, if they are properly ventilated. 
When the War Department had the Indians, there 
was little trouble, and the feeling between old Army 
officers and Indians was very different from what it is 
now. Compare the reports of Marcy, McCLELLAn, 
Warren, Harney, and others, in those days, with 
the accounts of Suermpan, Popr, Custer, and 
modern officers. The difference of estimate of 
Indian character is surprising. The old officers, 
dealing with Indians on the basis of military expe- 
diency, imbibed a certain respect and liking for them 
in many cases, while the present commanders with- 
out exception seem to regard them with unmingled 
distrust and horror. The sdvantages of keeping up 
an Indian Department can thus hardly be said to 
consist in better feeling between whites and Indians. 
With regard to expense there can be no difference of 
opinion, The Department costs many millions 
yearly. Were it totally abolished, and the money 
used hy the War Department only, for the same pur- 
poses, we might have a7 good Army, quiet Indians, 
and less expense. The proof of the last two asser- 
tions is found in the settlement of the Modoc trou- 
bles, and in the entire pacification of Arizona by 
General Crooxs, referred to in SHERMAN’s report, 
We hope that the lessons conveyed in its clear and 
concise statements may bear fruit in the next Con- 
gress, in- spite of the jobbery and thievery of the 
plundering Indian lobby that has so long hung on 
the back of our overworked Army like the Old Man 
of the Sea on Sindbad’s shoulders. 

SHERIDAN’s report only supplements SHERMAN’s 
by the presentation of such facts as these, In the 
limits of the Department of the Missouri, including 





several million of square miles, are seventy six posts, 
with less than eighteen thousand men to man them. 
In that simple statement we behold every military 
maxim violated, by the dispersion of forces, while 
the enemy to which these scattered forces are opposed 
is one of the most active and enterprising in the 
world. To these hard conditions is our little Army 
bound by the ignorant intermeddling of Congress, 
and the Indian Department, and the only wonder is 
that so much has been accomplished, in spite of 
enemies at home and abroad. It goes far to prove 
our regular forces an Army of heroes. 








A CORRESPONDENT of a London paper follows the 
lead of writers in other English journals, in blaming 
the Government for allowing foreign experts “ to be- 
come acquainted with the extreme limit to which 
this (that) country has advanced in the production and 
manipulation of destructive agencies,” that is, its 
method of submarine defence. We can assure our 
English friends, however, that for our part we have 
learned nothing novel in that direction from them. 
Our own engineers at Willet’s Point keep a veil of 
obscurity over their experiments, but as the method 
of fixed sub-marine defences is very simple, and the 
manner of electrical firing within the ingenuity of 
any expert in the science, we do not see the great 
necessity for the secresy, nor believe that when it is 
removed it will be found that novelties of essential 
‘value are revealed. The whole of. the question of 
fixed submarine defences consists in anchoring ves- 
sels containing explosives in a channel, and firing 
them by electricity. The circuit can be made in two 
ways, either by the contact of a vessel with a buoy 
above the torpedo, or by the act of an observer on 
shore. Of course, within these limits there was room 
enough for variety of detail and opportunity for in- 
genuity and experiment. But the exhaustive ex- 
periments on the continent of Europe, particularly 
those carried on on the Ij in Holland, left next to 
nothing to be found out in that direction. The ex- 
periments with the Oberon had a value, but nothing 
could have been gained to England by keeping them 
secret. They proved that these fixed submarine de- 
fences are a very fragile reed to lean on in under- 
taking the defence of harbors. Even if kept in 
perfect order they are far from reliable; but when 
one considers the complexity of their details, their 
liability to fail when most needed, the chances of 
the explosion of one setting off many others, and so 
opening a free roadway for ships, the opportunity 
for an enterprising enemy to break the network of 
their electrical] attachments by means capable of 
being devised—when all these things are borne in 
mind, no prudent man entrusted with the defence of 
a harbor like New York, knowing the resources of a 
first class naval foe, would think of putting his reli- 
ance upon such contrivances. As we have often con- 
tended, and as every experiment so far made shows, 
the submarine weapon must be moveable, capable of 
being directed against the enemy, and not obliged to 
lie in wait for the chance of his getting above it, with 
the further chances of its not hurting him even then. 
It was shown in the case of the Oberon that a torpedo 
anchored within fifty feet, containing a charge of 
500 Ibs. of gun cotton, estimated to be equal to 
2,000 lbs. of gunpowder, was exploded without 
harm to the ship further than the bulging in of two 
or three plates, the live stock aboard being found im- 
mediately after eating their fodder as if nothing had 
happened. 








Evrore grows to be more and more a great mili- 
tary camp. All the combustible materials for the 
coming conflagration are everywhere accumulating. 
The Landsturm, which has hitherto corresponded in 
Germany to the French levée en masse, the “ home 
guard” upon which the nation relies in the last ex- 
tremity, when every man is called on to shoulder a 
musket, it is now proposed to add in part to the 
Landwehr, thus increasing the available military re- 
sources of Germany by an army of 175,000 veterans. 
None of these will be over forty-two years of age, 
and the majority have passed through the Line, the 
‘eserve and-the Landwehr. The proposition is 
likely to become law, and, if it does, the German 
army will have the astonishing total of from 1,700,000 
to 1,800,000 men. The final reserve will be com- 
posed of the remainder of the Landsturm, which will 





nominally include every German citizen above the 


age of forty-two capable of bearing arms. Russia, 
we are told, obtains annually 145,000 new recruits, 
and France, under the new. military organization, 
161,000. Germany has hitherto been content with an 
annual contingent of 182,500 men, but in the face of 
the enormous armaments preparing on either side of 
her, it is anticipated that she will not long remain 
satisfied with her present comparatively moderate 
contingent. 








THe new Artillery Tactics cannot be said to 
differ very essentially from the old, except in the 
changes of command and description necessary to 
assimilate them to the tactics of infantry and ca- 
valry. Inversions in artillery tactics were abolished 
as long ago as 1839, when General ANDERSON trans- 
lated the French tactics, which with modifications 
made by the board composed of Generals Frencu, 
Barry and Hunt, continued in force till the appear- 
ance of the new book. Simplicity of arrangement, 
however, is noticeable, descriptions are made more 
explicit, and the school of the section of the old tac- 
tics is suppres:ed. 

The desigaation of two pieces as a platoon is no- 
ticeable as one of the requirements of assimilation, 
The number of movements in the School of the Bat- 
tery remains about the same as in the old book, the 
formal movements for change of front being 
omitted. The appendix contains much important 
matter for the artillerist not contained in any former 
tactics. The tactics recognize the fact that rifled guns 
with increased ranges should alone be employed in 
future ; they also contain full instructions for the use 
of Gatling gun batteries. 








Tue Broad Arrow of October 24th, says: 
“ Vesuvius, torpedo vessel, lying alongside the north 
wall of Portsmouth Dockyard, has had several altera- 
tions and improvements effected since her trial trip, 
when the heat was so excessive on board that the 
deck could scarcely be walked on. The temperature 
in the stoke-hole reached as high as 153 degrees, and 
in the cabins it was considerably more than 100 de- 
grees. Seven cowls have been fitted, by which the 
ventilation will be very much increased, and the 
temperature, as a@ consequence, correspondingly re- 
duced.” 

Our English friends do not appear to be more 
successful than ourselves in this line of con- 
struction. 








In reviewing Major Exxior’s report on foreign 
light-house establishments, we spoke of the Trinity 
E’ouse as having ordered from the Delamater Iron 
Works, of New York, a pair of the largest Ericsson 
caloric engines, with air-compressing apparatus 
to blow one of thegreat fog trumpets on the English 
coast. It seems that we were wrong in including the 
air-compressing machinery, the Trinity House using 
its own machinery for that purpose. In May lastthe 
Trinity House ordered of the Delamater Works one 
32 in. (the largest size) Ericsson’s caloric engine; in 
August one 12in. (the smallest size) ; and in Septem- 
ber four 32 in. and four 24 in. 








From the second report of the Director-Gtneral of 
Military Educations, just issued, in England, it 
appears that, on the 1st January last, out of regi- 
ments and corps amounting to 178,356 men, 10,724 
could neither read nor write, 9,543 could read, but 
not write, 99,910 could read and write, and 58,179 
were better educated. 


. 





Tue French Government is about to alter the 
regulations respecting the marriage of officers. Up 
to the present an officer has been permitted to marry 
on showing proof that his intended is possessed of 
$2,000, but now the required dowry is to be raised 
to nearly $5,000. 








CoNSIDERABLE progress has been made with the 
Inflezible, and her immense size is becoming duily 
more and more apparent. Her weight will be so 
great that she will be launched—an event not likely 
to take place for at leest two years—without her 
armor-plating, which will be put on in one of the 
basins. Her beam far exceeds the width of the 
openiag to the slip, and before she can Jeave it one of 
the jetties will have to be removed to make way for 





her. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the Army anp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self responsible for individual expressions of opinion incommu 
nications publistcd under this head. His 5 expose is to allow the 
; ~ freedom cf discussion consistent with propriety and good 

ig. 








A NEW STYLE OF NAVAL RESERVE. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journai. 


Srm : It will occur, I think, to any impartial ob- 
server who may read P. B.’s illogical and somewhat 
ill-natured reply to K.’s (64 date) very clever rejoinder 
on the subject of a Naval Reserve, that the more 
**P. B. 67” writes up his claims to a place on the Navy 
list, the less will be his chance of success. So, if there 
are any other advocates (which I doubt) of his crude 
and dyspeptic ideas, they had better step promptly 
forward and rescue this apparently self-appointed 
champion from the awkward dilemma in which his 
absurd advocacv of their claims has placed him. 

As *‘ W. G. M.” very truly remarks, it is easy to see 
that P. B. is a recent graduate, who has not had much 
experience in actual war. This is sega d a mild 
form of sarcasm on W. G. M.’s part, for if the young 
man uated in 1867 he cannot have had any war 
experience whatever, unless in the Corea, and P. B. 67 
was evidently not in the Corea. He probably entered 
the Naval Academy in 1863, when a lad of 14 or 15 
years of age. At this time the Academy was at New- 
port, while ‘‘the pack of merchantmen” who have 
‘nothing socially in common with Regulars” (! !), 
were engaged in watching the enemy’s eyes from be- 
hind their cannon, and in doing, as Mr. Mantalini says, 
“other demnition and disagreeable things.” While 
the Volunteers then were engaged in fighting and 
blockading, P. B. 67 (then scarce breeched) was being 
gradually ‘*licked into shape,” and rendered fit for 
the service he was soon to adorn. Graduating from 
Annapolis in 1867 he made one cruise probably (let us 
say, to the Mediterranean), and then resigned and com- 
menced his ‘‘ struggles” with a cruel and unfeeling 
world. Judging from the semi-lachrymose tone he 
assumes when on this subject, it may be inferred that 
his ‘‘ shingle” was put up and taken down many times 
before he drifted into his present position as a soi- 
disant advocate of a Naval Home Guard 1n time of 
war. 

Now he wants his name borne on the Navy List—to 
be styled Lieutenaot ‘‘ P. B. 67”—so that when a war 
breaks out he can slip into a comfortable shore billet, 
from whence he may calmly survey the strife and be 
prepared, as the late Artemus Ward would say, ‘‘to 
shed the last drop of his wife’s sister’s husband’s 
blood !” A noble ambition truly, which it will be sad 
if Congress does not gratify at its next session. 

CoMMANDER. 








NAVAL THEATRICALS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Srr: In your paper of October 24, appeared an article 
headed * Naval Reserve Corps,” and signed ‘‘ P. B. 67.” 

The subject would probably have died a natural 
death, as generally befalls such very immature plans, 
had not a gentleman signing himself ‘‘ K. ’64 date,” 
once more drawn ‘ P. 5.” into print, in great wrath 
that anybody should dare to differ with an ld naval 
officer who hardly remained in the service long enough 
to graduate from Annapolis. 

“Pp. B.’s” modest string of reserved (seats) duties is 
very refreshing. According to him, a business life 
fits an officer far better for all his duties, except the 
ordinary sea routine, than constantly practising them. 
“Pp. B.” forgets that, while he is slowly losing the 
knowledge of his profession, not to speak of the many 
improvements introduced therein, of which he has not 
the slightest idea, and more rapidly still losing his 
aptitude for the service, even such “ youngsters” as 
“K. 64,” might possibly now know as much, if not 
more, about the varied duties of a naval officer, than 
those of ‘‘ us who held the rank which he has (holds) 
now, when he entered the service.” 

If ‘‘ P. B.” wants to establish a real Alumni Society, 
and receive aid and encouragement from the officers of 
the Navy, let him leave the questions of rank, uniform, 
and all shore duty, nitre beds and contractors, duties 
in bureaux and drilling men, to be settled by an Exam- 
ining Board, and the Navy Department. 

There may be one, perhaps two officers in the Navy, 
who would not care to serve under ‘‘ Admiral or Com- 
modore P. B.,” supposing his scheme and a long peace 
should effect such a promotion. While recognizing his 
good qualities as a merchant, lawyer, statesman or pay- 
master, they might be pardoned if they had doubts of 
his naval professional ability. 

A real naval reserve should poperly include all 
those of ‘‘P. B.’s” much despised volunteers, who 
risked their lives for their country, and were afterwards 
content to return to pursuits which were not ‘far 
more lucrative than their (our) naval positions 
would be.” 

They who officered our Navy during the rebellion 
have as much right to be enrolled on any list as 

“Pp. B.,” who, as “ W. G. M.” very es | observes, 
‘** was then going to school.” . Navy. 





AN OLD LETTER. 

To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 
Srr: I send you a copy of an auto 
dressed by Commodore Edward Preble to the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, which I think may interest your 
Naval readers, as it has never been published. The 
Mr. Rowe, mentioned in the letter, was appointed a 
midshipman December 2nd, 1799, promoted a lieu- 
tenant March 21, 1807, and resigned 27, 1808. 


ph letter ad- 


bese ose 
Mr. Wadsworth was the late Commodore Alex. S. 


carpenter of the Constitution, was Thomas Moore, who 
was warranted a enter March 4, 1806, and died 
August 27, 1807, surviving Commodore Preble only a 
few days. P. 


Hon. Robert Smith, Secretary of the Navy, Washington : 


Srr: I have seen an American gentleman from Haili- 
fax, Nova Scotia, who informed me that not long since 
an American vessel from the Mediterranean was carried 
into that place, on the assumption that she had on 
board enemies’ property. On her arrival a passenger 
landed dressed in the full uniform of a captain in our 
Navy. The guards were turned out, and he was re- 
ceived with presented arms and all the marks of cere- 
mony and respect which captains of men of war usu- 
ally receive, until it was discovered that he was only a 
clerk in a consular office at Marseilles, who called him- 
self Chancellor of the Consulate 
I am also informed that the captain and officers of 
some of the armed vessels from New York and other 
places, forcing a trade to Hispaniola, wear the uniform 
of the Navy, and their ships the pendant of a man of 
war, which often answers them to pass as public ships 
of the United States, thereby bringing disgrace on our 
Navy. As an officer of the Navy, I cannot but re- 
gret the want of a law to prohibit merchant ships from 
wearing pendants, and all persons not attached to the 
Navy from wearing the unilorm established for that 
service. 
I wish some uniform more appropriate than that of 
the Navy could be established for consuls. The con- 
sul at Malta, aud it is the case in many other places, 
wore the uniform of a fuil captain, and his clerk, a 
common pimp, wore that of a master commandant 
until I obliged him to pull it off. I hope you will be- 
lieve, sir, that nothing but the respect I have for the 
Navy establishment could induce me to make the fore- 
going observations, and that you will excuse the liberty 
have taken. 
Messrs. Rowe and Wadsworth are the only two 
officers in the Navy, excepting myself, belonging 
to the district of Maine. Mr. W. is at some academy, 
and as I want the assistance of an officer, I have this 
day called on Mr. Rowe. dis conduct is extremely 
proper, and it would be an agreeable thing to the peo- 
ple here should he be confirmed as a lieutenant. It is 
thought he deserves it. If you plense, he can take 
charge of gunboat No. 11, in the spring, to conduct her 
where you may direct, or as a subordinate lieutenant 
on board the Hina Bomb. She ought to be commanded 
by one of our ablest lieutenants. I have also called on 
Mr. Lloyd, purser, as I shall want his assistance in 
collecting the bills for the four vessels, settling the ac- 
counts, making out indents, procuring men, etc., etc. 
His services can, however, be dispensed with without 
great inconvenience the moment he is wanted for other 
service. 
The officers to command the Bomb Ketchey will be 
wanted here by the middle of March, as their attend- 
ance will save expense. 
I have the honor to be, sir, 
Very respectfully, your ob’t servant, 
EDWARD PREBLE. 
PorRTLAND, February 3rd, 1806. 
P. S. Will you please send me the warrant for Mr. 
Moore, late carpenter of the Constitution, which I neg- 
lected to take with me when in Washington. He can 
be of service here. 








“ WORKING DOCKYARD FASHION.” 
Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sr: The Boston papers have got off no end of cheap 
wit at the expense of the Navy-yard, owing to the 
manner in which the employés do the Government 
work. This implied censure may be deserved or it 
may not be. But to this class of critics and to those 
who are constantly holding up as an example worthy 
of emulation the English ee system, I beg 
leave to answer by the following lines taken from the 
London Punch, showing that ‘‘ Working Dockyard 
Fashion” is by no means confined to the United 
States: 

ACTIVITY IN THE ROYAL DOCKYARDS, 

BY AN EYE-WITNESS. 


I stood in Portsmouth, on the Dockyard ground, 
And looked about for industry’s display ; 

But when of work I did not hear the sound, 
I thought, of course, it was a holiday. 


I was mistaken ; things pursued their course 
According to the customary track ; 

I saw nine men uniting all their force 
To move what one might carry on his back. 


I saw four stalwart fellows, tall and stout, 
Who with their arms compactly folded stood, 
Looking at one, who, as he s about, 
Morticed—by fits and starts—a bit of wood. 


I saw two brawny men with feeble blows 
An iron hoop upon some timber drive; 
And when ’twas on—for practice, I suppose— 
To take it off again they did contrive. 


I eaw four others working at a mast ; 
But their pursuit I scarce had time to con, 
When I perceived with admiration vast 
Nine more at the proceeding looking on. 


I saw two horses drag a 
At scarce two miles an hour their pace I fix ; 

Though by one horse the job could have been done— 
Notat two miles an hour, but five or six. 


single stone ; 


Yet Portsmouth boasts, they say, a model yard ; 
We've heard that story many a time and oft. 

But he who henceforth thinks they're working hard 
At Portsmouth Dockyard, will be precious soft. 








A NEWSPAPER despatch says: Lieut. Charles Kin 
of the 5th Cavalry was shot and dangerously cooler | 





Wadsworth, who died in the service. Mr. Moore, the 





near the Colorado Chiquita River recently by Apaches. 


THE OLD HEAD-BOARD. 
BY REGULAR. 


THERE come moments in all our lives when we are 
involuntarily brought to a pause and forced to take as 
it were a rear view, to compare the present with the 
past, and realize how rapidly time is bearing us along 
on its swift, but insensible current. Some incident 
suddenly diverts our attention from the habitual look- 
ing onward, disturbs the harmonious blending of to- 
day with the to-morrow, into which we are uncon- 
sciously drifting, and, looking back, we are startled by 
the distance that already intervenes between us and the 
scenes through which it seemed we were gliding but 
yesterday. 

Such an incident occurred to me to-day, in the find- 
ing of the grave of a friend of mine whom I had helped 
to bury in the Naval Cemetery, near the Pensacola 
Navy-yard, several years ago. ‘Though I had been one 
of the garrison in Fort Pickens at the breaking out of 
the war, I had never crossed the bay to this point, then 
occupied by the Confederates under Bragg, but once, 

and then it was under a flag of truce that we came to 
lay this friend, our comrade, in his last resting place. 

Months after that I left the fort to go to South Caro- 
lina, and since then have never been near the place till 
I reported here with my command last January. I had 
resolved before landing to take the first hour I could 
spare from my official duties for a pilgrimage to this 
grave, and in pursuance of that resolution rode out this 

afternoon on the road to Warrington. 

My route lay through the pine woods and among 
bramble-covered mounds, that marked the sites of the 
batteries I had last seen crested with the smoke of hos- 

tile guns. It passed the National Cemetery, where sleep 
nearly two thousand Federal and Confederate dead, 

and skirting the war-charred ruins of the Marine hos- 
pital, just as I caught a glimpse of the remnants of the 
burned marine barracks, wound to the left through the 

outskirts of the village. Descending into the hollow of 
a water-course and following the rarely used track up 

the slope on the further side, I found myself, on reach- 

ing the summit, at the gates of the cemetery. 

Before entering, I paused and looked back at the 

beautiful prospect that lay below. In front and to the 

left spread the magnificent Bay of Pensacola, separ- 

ated from the Gulf of Mexico by Santa Rosa Island : 

a long, flat and narrow strip of sand that stretched away 

out of sight to the east, while its western extremity was 
marked by the slope and bastions of Fort Pickens. Be- 

tween the latter and Fort McRee wound the channel 

through which the bay flowed into the Gulf. The walls 
of Fort Pickens, rising in gentle relief against the blue 
sea, were tinted with the warm, yellow light of the 
afternoon sun. In pleasing contrast was the ragged 

and bolder outline of Fort McRee’s broken arches on 

the point that jutted out from the opposite side of the 

channel. The destruction of this fort, begun by our 
bombardment aud completed by time, and the encroach- 

ments of the sea, has left a desolate though picturesque 

ruin that looks out of place in a young country like 

ours, and strongly suggests a bit of Italian coast scenery. 

Over the white glistening beach in the foreground, over 
the wooded hollows far away to the right and over the 

bay and sea, rested a soft summer haze that gave a 
charm to a view otherwise too monotonous, and 

changed it into one of positive beauty. ‘Though the 

village lay near at hand, there was not a human being 

in sight except a fisherman drifting gently with the tide, 

and some sailors just discernible in the distance leaning 
idly over the tattrail of a brig. The absence of all 

sounds indicating the neighborhood of a busy human- 

ity, the profound stillness that reigned around, were in 
harmony with this quiet scene. ‘The low lying clouds, 

the balmy atmosphere, unstirred by a breath of wind, 

the motionless foliage and the spread of unruffled waters 
all breathed the poetry of repose, and if for a moment 
the spell was dissolved, it was only the tinkling bell of 

some browsing herd that broke the silence, or some 
sea-bird grazing the water in his flight that rippled the 
surface of the picture. 

How different was the scene when last I had stood 
in that very place! Then there rode at anchor in the 
Gulf outside the bar and off Fort Pickens a Federal 
fleet, comprising among others the Sabine, the Brook- 
lyn, the St. Louis, and the Macedonian. We were on 
tbe eve of a civil war, and on board the Brooklyn was 
a company of the First Artillery, originally destined to 
reinforce Fort Pickens, but whose landing had been 
countermanded in orders from Washington, brought 
by Commodore Barron. Slemmer, almost despairing 
ot holding the fort, but desirous of producing an im- 
pression of his having a large garrison, had his seventy 
men busy at work mounting guns on the parapets, and 
from the cemetery gates the little band could be seen 
struggling with a huge columbiad they were trying to 
drag along the ramparts. The U.S. gun-boat Wyan- 
dotte, under a flag of truce, lay near the Navy-yard 
wharf, surrounded by a fleet of small boats. Hercom- 
mander had died a day or two before, and his funeral 
escort having just landed from the Wyandotte, was now 
advancing slowly along the road from the Navy-yard 
to the cemetery. Attracted by a pageant to which 
they were altogether unused, and moved by a natural 
curiosity to look at the men with whom they were soon 
to come in conflict, the Confederate soldiery swarmed 
towards the cemetery and lined the road, while many 
of their officers, to whom the deceased was personally 
known, fell into the column and swelled the mournful 
procession. At the head marched the Sabine’s band, 
the sad strains of its music echoing through the dense 
pines and reverberating over the bay. Behind the bier 
marched the Federals, conspicuous by their uniform 
and that peculiar bearing which results only from years 
of service. They were ‘reading ground that the next 
time they crossed must be at the point of the bayonet. 
This group, the motley crowd around it, the woods 
alive with the gathering multitudes, the sad and quiet 
looks of the one party, the eager, curious and half de- 





fiant attitude of the other, all made a picture that was 
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as fresh in its coloring to-day as on that sweet April 
morning of long ago. 

Busy with these memories, I threw my horse’s bridle 
over the gate-post and entered the deserted cemetery. 
Since I had been there, the place had become thickly 
strewn with graves of men whohad fallen in the war, 
and their memorial stones rose in every direction. 
Svon, bewildered in the intricacies of this city of the 
dead, and at each moment my attention arrested by 
some name that already glowed on the page of history, 
the time slipped unnoticed by, and the shades of even- 
ing were closing around, when I suddenly came upon 
the object of my search. Before me was a grave lying 
a little apart from the rest, but around which there 
was no railing nor any ornamentation whatever. No 
tree, shrub nor flower grew there, nothing to indicate 
an affectionate interest in the remains of him who lay 
below, and who when living was not only an accom- 
plished, courteous gentleman, but a universal favorite 
with all who came within the sphere of his fascinating 
influence. A plain board that had once been white, 
but from which the storms of years had washed the 
paint, stood at the head, and on it I read this in- 
scription: 

‘*O.H. Berryman, U. 8. N., Lieu’t Comd’g U. 8. 
steamer Wyandotte. Died April 2d, 1861.” 

Thirteen years ago! Thirteen years of strife, blood- 
shed, defeat, desolation, victory and mourning ! Since 
I had stood by that open grave, a drama had 
been played with a continent for a stage. And it had 
been from that quiet spot and amid such surroundings 
as I have attempted to describe, that we had seen the 
curtain just rising that was to reveal a scene, the un- 
exampled proportions and terrible sublimity of which 
no one in that sorrow-stricken throng could have 
formed the slightest conception. How many of those 
then assembled there had fallen afterwards in fratrici- 
dal strife on distant battle-fields! How few had lived 
to see the ending! From that moment the paths of all 
who stood there had diverged, some to end abruptly in 
the smoke of battle, some to be lost in the gloom of the 
forest where wounded men, dragging themselves to die, 
left no record behind them except ,‘‘ missing in action,” 
and some perhaps have been marked with the weary 
footprints of those who, in losing a cause to wiich they 
had given all of youth and hope, lost heart and hope 
forever. ; 

Quietly slumbering where we had left him thirteen 
years before, in that lonely greve, far from friendsand 
from home, poor Berryman had been deaf alike to the 
call of glory and the cry of suffering. Permitted to 
see the mighty forces beginning to array themselves for 
tbat gigantic contest in which he would have borne no 
ignoble part, he had been suddenly struck down and 
borne dying from the field. But if he had had no share 
in the laurels won by the brave on both sides, so he had 
been spared the cruel experience of that terrible 
struggle. 

I thought of all these things as I alone of all those 
mourners, when that long struggle is over, stood to- 
day by that grass-grown, mound. I thought, too, of 
those around me who 

For a fantasy and a trick of fame, 

Had gone to their graves like beds— 
and as [rode home through the deepening twilight past 
the deserted and ruined batteries, I seemed to hear 
again the distant wail of that dead march rising and 
falling on the still night air and echoing along the 
valiey as it approached the cemetery. 

Fort SAN CARLOS DE BARRANCAS, FLORIDA. 








REMINISCENCES OF THE TRUXTUNS AND 
PENNS. 
To the Editors of the Evening Post : 


LATE mention of the intended court-martial of Capt. 
Truxtun, United States Navy, revives memories of 
names not forgotten, but long covered witb the dust of 
the past. Captain Truxtun is a survivor of the unfor- 
tunate Strain’s Darien Expedition, and is a grandson 
of old Commodore Truxtun, the real father of the 
American Navy. One of our wars, that with France, 
was, in its day, known as ‘‘ Truxtun’s War.” Com- 
modore Truxtun was Lieutenant of the Congress—the 
first armed vessel fitted out by the colonies. In 1777 
he commanded the Independence in some severe fights. 
He then owned and commanded the Mars, of twenty 
guns, fighting her along the shores of the English 
Channel. Afterwards he commanded the St. James, 
taking in her our Consul-General, Mr. Barclay, to 
France, and whipping on the way a British ship of 
twice his force. At the close of the Revolution, Trux- 
tun was the first captain in our new Navy appointed 
by Washington. He then superintended the building 
of and commanded the Constellation, of thirty-eight 
guns, in which he captured the French frigate La 
Vengeance, of fifty-four guns. For this achievement 
the American Congress voted him thanks and a gold 
medal, and Lloyd’s underwriters presented him witli a 
service of silver,.valued at six hundred guineas. In 
this action Commodore David Porter, the father of the 
present Admiral Porter, was one of Truxtun’s midship- 
men, and Commodore Rodgers the elder was a lieu- 
tenant. In 1799 Commodore Stephen Decatur was 
Truxtun’s first lieutenant on the United States brig 
Norfolk, On the St. James, Truxtuu’s third lieutenant 
was William Jones, afterwards Secretary of the Navy. 
; he “Life of Decatur,” published in 1821, says : 
‘When Truxtun maintained a contest with a line-of- 
battle ship through a long night’s battle and compelled 
her to seek safety in flight, her commander, not then 
knowing his antagonist, declared he must have been 
American, for no other people on earth could load so 
Tapidly, fire so ea and fight so desperately.” 
During the whole Revolutionary war, Truxton used 
every means in his power to harass the enemy, con- 
Stantly evincing the most undaunted courage and con- 
summate skill, and likewise twice distinguishing him- 


self on land.” When Colonel Aaron Burr killed 
Alexander Hamilton he appealed to Truxtun for shelter 
and assistance, which Truxtun gave, though no friend 
of Burr’s. 

Another name once famous in New York city comes 
up with these recollections of Truxtun, that of Colonel 
Abijah Hammond, a colonel in the Revolution, and 
once an aid of Washington, who, with his brother 
Henry, was as well known in New York as Trinity 
Church. Abijah Hammond married first Miss Ogden, 
and secondly Miss Aspinwall. One of his daughters 
married Mr. Harrison, an old-time lawyer; another 
Mr. Sayers, the uncle of our present Dr. Sayers. Henry 
Hammond married a daughter of old Commodore 
Truxtun. His daughter—Truxtun’s grand-daughter— 
in 1836 married a grandson of Captain William Thomp- 
son, of the British service, who was killed in a sea- 
fight on the New Jersey coast in 1781, and buried in 
St. Paul’s churchyard, New York. On the distaff side 
his family were distinguished soldiers in the English 
wars of Cromwell’s day. 

The Hammonds formerly owned Throg’s Neck, in 
Westchester county, part of which is now, I believe, 
the country seat of the Lorillards. The Hammonds 
were lineally descended from the Penns. One ances- 
tor was the great Quaker, William Penn, founder of 
Pennsylvania, whose father, Admiral Sir William 
Penn, was commander-in-chief, under the Duke of 
York, in the English victory over the Dutch in 1665, 
and whose rapid promotion has often been the theme 
of conversation in the British service. .He was at 21 
years of age a captain in the British Navy ; at 23, 
Rear-Admiral of [reland ; at 25, Vice-Admiral of Ire- 
land ; at 29, Admiral of the Straits ; at 31, Vice-Ad- 
miral of England ; at 32, General in the Dutch War ; 
and in 1664, Great Captain Commander under the 
Duke of York. 

Subsequently Admiral Penn captured the island of 
Jamaica and had a joint command with General Vena- 
bles in the West Indies, but on his return was impri- 
soned in the Tower by Cromwell. The fact that the 
Penn family claim Royal Tudor descent may account 
for the Admiral’s downfall at the hands of the ‘‘ Pro- 
tector.” 

Commodore Truxtun, too, met with reverses at the 
end of his career ; not, indeed, being imprisoned, but 
retiring from the service in consequence of a bitter 
personal quarrel with the Secretary of the Navy. He 
died in Philadelphia in 1822, at the age of 67, after 
having been high sheriff of that city and county, a 
much higher officer in those days than now. 

OcTOBER 30, 1874. KNICKERBOCKER. 








(From the London Standard.) 
THE EIGHTY-TON GUN. 


For a long time the battle of artillery versus armor- 
plates has been carried on in England with unceasing 
industry. Ships have been fitted with 9-inch armor, 
only to be pierced by 18-ton guns; and then with 10- 
inch plates, only to find a 25-ton weapon ready to con- 
quer them; finally, with 12 and 14-inch shields, again 
to be disappointed in the race for pre-eminence by the 
appearance of guns weighing 25-tons, and throwing 
700 Ib. shots. In Russia, however, naval architects 
appear to have struck out a bolder course; for in laying 
down their great turret ship Peter the Great nearly 
twelve months ago, they decided to make a great stride 
in the use of armor-plating, and designed a shield of 
twenty inches in thickness. So tremendous a protec- 
tive covering surprised, if indeed, it did not alarm our 
artillerists. Two years would elapse, it was true, 
before Peter the Great with its impenetrable turrets 
and sides, would take the sea, but at the expiration of 
that period Russia would be possessed of a vessel 
which could sweep the seas of everything afloat. In 
vain would it be to place our trust in the Devastation or 
Fury—their armament would be thin when compared 
with such a coat of mail. Nor would the Inflezidle, 
just designed, be in much better case, for she would 
have no gun wherewith to pierce the sides of her terri- 
ble rival. Worse than this, all the efforts of our 
Government in building fortifications, at Portsmouth, 
on the Thames, and elsewhere, would be thrown away, 
for this marine monster, with its impervious skin, 
would simply pass scatheless through the heaviest 
storm of missiles our batteries might fire, while she 
could prey upon our shipping with impunity. The 
thirty-eight ton gun, an admirable weapon, nearly a 
foot longer than the Woolwich infaut, would be as 
useless in such a struggle as the sixty-four pounder. 
Our experiments at Woolwich and Shoeburyness were 
quite suflicient to show this, and it was clear that a 
gun must be devised which should be able to conquer 
the armor of Peter the Great. Now, the production of 
great guns is by no means the easy task that is popu- 
larly imagined. True, that some great constructors 
of ordnance have from time to time’ stated their 
willingness to make weapons which should be able to 
throw # ton of metal twelve and even twenty miles. 
But, beyond a series of calculations on paper—ex- 
cellent in their way, but utterly impracticable—no guns 
of that power have ever been turned out. Taking all 
things into account, the gun factory at Woolwich, 
under the able superintendence of Colonel Campbell, 
is far ahead of all other ateliers, and some time since 
actually lent to one of tae largest gunmakers a hea 
weapon, in order that he might be able to exhibit his 
new gun-catriage at the Vienna Exhibition. If, there- 
fore, any more powerful piece of artillery than those 
already made were to be produced, it could only be at 
Woolwich Arsenal. 

It is known to our readers that the principle upon 
which all our heavy guns are now made is that dis- 
covered by Colonel Fraser. Briefly, it consists of a 
series of coils, welded together in such a way that the 
grain of the iron is best opposed to the explosive force 
of the powder, and encircling a steel tube, the interior 
of which is rifled. A long bar of iron—say of eight 
inches square—previously prepared, is slowly drawn 








from a furnace, to a ry of avout 800 feet, and 
wound into a double coil in the form of a cylinder. 

This is again heated, and piaced beneath a steam- 

hammer, where it is welded together by tremendous 

blows, which so effectually do their work that a 

cylinder capable of bearing the Peay possible strain 

is formed at a pedrokece | trifling expense. Several 

of these coils being made, won Ses placed in order 

upon a long steel tube which has been made in Sheffield, 

and the weapon is finally turned out at an ave cost 

of about £60 a ton, as against nearly £150 at Krupp’s 

factory in Essen. Upon this principle, then, it was 
resolved to construct an eighty-ton gun, which should 

be able to pierce twenty inches of iron at a distance of 
a thousand yards, with a shot 1,600 lbs. in weight, and 
by the aid of 800 lbs. of powder. The length of this 
magnificent piece of artillery was fixed at twenty-seven 
feet, its diameter at the trunnion six feet, and at the 
muzzle sixteen inches, inside measurement. It was 
calculated that such a gun would be able to deliver its 
mischief-working missile at a distance of nearly ten 
miles, and that it would, at the same time, be easily 
placed in the turret of a war ship or the embrasure of 
a battery, aud worked quickly and without difficulty. 
Of course there were many difficulties in the way of 
the construction of such a weapon. Nosteam-hammer 
such as that which Krupp possesses at Essen was to be 
found in England; no forges were built large enough 
for such a tremendous ‘heat;” no cranes were in 
position to hoist such a weight. But all these diffi- 
culties were speedily overcome by the skilful officials 
at Woolwich. The forges were built, a huge steam- 
hammer of forty tons weight, with double-action 
arrangement, and astriking power of nearly a thousand 
tons, made, and very soon all was in readiness to begin 
the construction of the great gun. Curiously enough 
His Majesty the Emperor of Russia was the first to see 
one of its coils welded, and since that time the work 
has been gradually going on, till now the steel tube, 
the breech-piece, one cvil, and the trunnion are 
finished; so that it is certain that by June next the gun 
will be ready for trial. It will then consist of the 
following parts: A tough steel tube inside, weighing 
nearly sixteen tons, and measuring about twenty-four 
feet in length; a breech-piece coil twelve feet in length; 
one central coil, another coil nearer the muzzle, and 
the trunnion coil. The cascobel through which the 
fire from the friction tube is communicated to the 
cartridge inside the gun 1s of steel, and immensely 
strong. 

Such is the weapon upon which hopes of a victory 
over twenty inch armor-plates are built. If it should 
succeed three more will be made immediately, and the 
four pieces placed on board the Inflexible, which will 
then be the most powerful armed vessel in the world. 
Possibly, at the same time, some addition may be made 
to her armor, so that she may be ss invulnerable as she 
is terrible. Meanwhile, it is satisfactory to note that 
the manufacture of thirty-eight ton guns is being pushed 
forward with great alacrity in the factory, and that 
very soon a large number of these weapons will be 
ready for use. They are better in every respect than 
the Woolwich Infants, of which about only a dozen 
were made, and are much more effective than any 
pieces yet constructed on the Continent. Now that 
the pattern has been decided upon, and the lathes and 
turning machines adapted to the requirements of such 
immense weights of wrought iron, these big cannon 
can be manufactured with the greatest ease, and as one 
stands by and watches the rapidity with which breech- 
pieces, trunnions, and coils are lifted hither and 
thither, now hoisted into position on a lathe, now 
lowered into a tank to be shrunk, the fear of artillery 
being outstripped by armor dies away. The revolution 
effected by the adoption of the Fraser principle of con- 
struction is so immense that it is impossible to say how 
large a gun muy eventually be made, or what ae of 
shot may in the end be thrown. On the other hand, 
it is almost certain that a limit to the power of veseels 
to carry armor will eventually assert itself, and that 
while larger and yet more powerful artillery is ae 
produced, improvement in the resistance of turrets an 
broadsides cannot be made to keep pace with those 
giant strides in the art of destruction. For the protec- 
tion of forts there will, of course, be the backing of 
granite and earthworks, which will resist the impact of 
the shot or shell, and should the present experiments 
in the manufacture of s'eel in Germany be carried out 
and succeed, guns may have yei more work tu do than 
artillerists or engineers at present anticipate. For the 
moment, however, there is no reason to believe that 
any metal can be contrived which will resist the 
tremendous blows that the guns of the future will be 
able to inflict upon it. 

Tue last letter ever written by Stonewall Jackson is 
in the possession of.the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Historical Society. The 
original is in pencil, but it has been well preserved. 


He wrote: 

Near 8 p. M., May 3, 1863. 
GENERAL: The enemy has made a stand at Chancel- 
lor’s, which is about two miles from Chancellorsville. 
I hope as soon as practicable to attack. I trnst thatan 
ever kind Providence will bless us with great success. 








Respectfully, T. J. Jackson, Lt.-Gen. 
General R. E. Lee: 
The leading division is up, and the next two appear 
to be well closed. T. J.J. 


On the back of this bulletin is the following indorse- 
ment: 

Received by General Lee on the evening of May 2, 
on the field of battle, near Chancellorsville. 

(Signed,) CHARLES 8. VENABLE. 


Mrs. GENERAL Rawuins died at a hotel in Chey- 
enne, Wy. T., on the 6th. This estimable lady—Miss 
Sheehan previous to her marriage—belonged to Galena, 
Illinois, 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 





Seventy-rrmst INFANTRY.—Colonel Vose has come to town 
to put the Seventy-first through the new Tactics this winter. 
By the svring the regiment ought to show a great change, 

for battalion drills are the life of a regiment, exciting emu- 
lation between the companies, as brigade drills do with 
regiments. The First battalion drillis to be on Wednes- 
day, 18th inst., and the men are to ship their bearskins for 
the first time. Battalion drills for the coming winter will 
be held at the State Arsenal as follows: Right wing, Decem- 
ber 7, January 8, February 2, March 3; Left wing, Decem- 
ber 22, January 1°, February 18, March 19 ; regimental drill, 
April 6. Company commanders are directed to thoroughly 
instruct their men in all details (School of Soldier and Com- 
pany), as prescribed in the revised edition of Tactics, but 
not to place the piece in their hands until they shall be 
familiar with all the movements. Many members of the 
yoy having expressed a desire to join Company G ina 

t to Creedmoor on Thanksgiving Day, 26th inst., it is 
announced in orders that all who wish to do so can report 
to Captain Webber, at the armory, in fatigue uniform with 
—e on that day at 8 o’clock a.m. The expenses, 
which will be trifling, must be borne by the men themselves. 
Non-commissioned officers who have not received their war- 
ranta, or those who may hereafter be elected, are directed 
to to Lieutenant Stevenson, at the armory, on Mon- 
day evenings, for examination. All non-commissioned offi- 
cers who do not so report, and have no warrants, are di- 
rected to remove their chevrons, and company commanders 
are directed to order elections to fill vacancies at once. The 
following officers have been commissioned: Major Joseph 
D. Bryant, surgeon, vice Balch, removed from district ; 
Captain David B. Grant, assistant commissary of subsis- 
tence, original vacancy ; First Lieutenant William Milne, 
Jr., vice lknap, promoted ; Second Lieutenant Eugene 
N. Elliot, vice McLaren, promoted. The following resigna- 
tions have been forwarded to brigade headquarters: Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Henry C. Lockwood, First Lieutenant James 
H. Toohig, Second Lieutenant Samuel C. Smith, Captain 
James 8. Turner. The following details are announced: 
Commissary Sergeant Ferdinand H. Hayes, Company D, as 
left gene ide, vice Motley, returned to company ; Cor- 
poral John F. Huse, Company G, as marker, vice Jacobs, 
returned to company. 


Szconp Bricapr.—The election for a new brigadier in this 
organization has been again postponed by orders from 
headquarters, on account of vacancies among the field offi- 
cers of the Ninety-sixth, one of the regiments whose votes 
are to decide the question as between a German and an 
American for a commander of the brigade. The Ninety- 
sixth, being a German regiment, will naturally choose Ger- 
man officers, and two more votes will probably be added to 
the German side of the —- As we know, the compo- 
sition of the whole brigade is very largely German, and it is 
but natural to suppose that the contest wil! end in the selec- 
tion of a German officer to fill the vacant position. We are 
aware that there is a strong party among the brigade offi- 
cers capable of voting which opposes this idea and wishes 
to introduce a stranger to the position. One or two of the 
Second brigade regiments, while almost exclusively German 
in the rank and file, have a large preponderance of native 
Americans among the officers, especially in the field and 
staff, while one, the Eighty.fourth, is decidedly out of place 
where it now belongs. the canvass shonid terminate, 
where it seems likely, in the election of a German to the 
—. we feel inclined to think that the result would be 

meficial in every way to the brigade. If the Eighty-fourth 
and Fifty-fifth were then exchanged, so as to leave the 
Second brigade wholly and unmistakeably German, some- 
what would be added to it which it does not now pos- 


sess. 

As our National Guard in New York is now constituted, it 
has but a single element of strength ; and that is called by 
the French name “esprit de corps.” It is this, and this 
alone, that has made the Seventh regiment what it is, and 
has induced regiment after regiment to undergo expenses 
that its members can ill afford, to vie with other regiments 
in display of bauds, handsome uniforms, precise drill, etc. 
— de corps holds all the New York National Guard to- 

ether, spite of one of the most absurd and vicious Military 
Godes that ever was penned. It holds the men to their 
duty when no penalties of practical import exist to supple- 
ment its force. It is the only thing on which.we have to 
depend in case of trouble involving military action from the 
National Guard. If the authorities of the State can do 
nothing else for the militia, they can encourage its esprit 
de corps. It costs nothing, which isa great recommenda- 
tion in peace time. It is even an inducement to the men of 
the National Guard to support themselves and pay their 
own expenses, than which nothing more delights the “ side- 
walk brigade,” who pay the taxes. 

It requires very little argument to show that the Second 
brigade, once recognized as wholly and entirely German, 
would gain greatly in esprit de corps. No race 6n our 
shores, except the Irish, have greater race-pride than the 
Germans, ond this without a —— of disloyalty to Ameri- 
ca or wish to imitate German politics, of which the majority 
of Germans seem to entertain a dislike. The pride seems 
to be chiefly one of lineage and blood, and1s accompanied 
we self-respect that makes the German one of the most 
staid and respected of our citizens. Brought in contract 
with Americans and Irish, who misunderstand and laugh 
at him, this same German loses the esprit de corps, resents 
the contempt applied to him, and quarrels ensue. It is, we 
are convinced, chiefly from the fact that the Second brigade 
is made up of mixed nationalities, speaking two languages, 
that it is in such constant trouble and has allowed its esprit 
de corps to fall so low. Make it exclusively a German bri- 
gade, as it is nearly that now, and it will devolope a pride 

t will make it a better organization, At events, it 
will give it a chance to prove itself worthy. We may have, 
urged against us, the stereotyped objections that this is 
American soil, etc, ; but these objections have little force in 
New York city, where such a Jarge preportion of the people 
is of foreign birth. The men are citizens as much as we, 
with a single limitation—presidential hopes. Their children 
are Americans to all intents and purposes. Only—the 
fathers speak German, not bey army That they have great 
military spirit is evinced by their large peepee in the 
National Guard and our Regular Army, while their number 
in the population is by no means pre rtional, They have 
ne esprit de corps, which is checked under the mixed 

rigade system, which can be restored under the classifica- 


tion by race and language. We hope that it will be, for th 
sake of the National Guard. ” er a 
tics. 





RIFLE NOTES. 


= Berorwm.—A correspondent of the “Franc Tireur” 

thinks that the taste for rifle shooting is languishing in 

igium, and pro that, until the Government sees its 

way to providing long ranges, which do not at present exist 
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50 shots each man at 225 metres. The English riflemen will 
not be likely to refuse to take up a challenge from their Bel- 
gian friends, but we may point out that the range chosen— 
under 80) yards, though probably the longest available, and 
the only one to which the ns are accustomed—is not 
calculated to be attractive to small bore shots, whose rifles 
are not well adapted to shoulder shooting. Tt might be, 
however =e 8 possible to allow of “‘ any position.” The 
editor of the “ Franc Tireur ” greatly approves of the pro- 
— but suggests that French, Dutch, German, and Swiss 

8s should also be invited to compete. The contest 
would be an interesting one. 

The only pity is that it is a little too far off for American 
teams to take a handin. We shall have to get up a grand 
International Match ourselves next year with a prize worth 
shooting for, to tempt the foreigners. 


CoLonEL Frep. A. Conkuine has sent us his check for one 
hundred dollars as his contribution toward the expenses of 
organizing a rifle team and sending them to Ireland next 
summer to compete again for the championship. Some 
four or five thousand dollars will be needed, and we hope 
others will be equally liberal in their contributions. 


We take the liberty of making the following extracts 
from a tag) letter just received from Mr. Leech, captain 
of the Irish rifle team, New Orleans, October 25: 
‘Here in New Orleans you are faithfully represented, the 
attention of the Southern gentlemen being quite of a piece 
with yours. In Chicago I met many delightful people, so 
friendly and warm hearted, from the President down to the 
humblest of my own countrymen, each desirous of eviden- 
cing his good will towards me. Ofcourse I accept it all in 
my aa ede capacity, as 1 do not assume that it was 
offered to me on personal grounds. In this City of Palaces 
——_ I met General Custer, who did me the favor o 
accepting my long range rifle as a souvenir. He is not only 
a dashin cuveley officer, but he is also a thorough sports- 
man and a rifle shot. He bids fair to be in the team 
to Ireland in June, with a Rigby rifle with which the breech- 
loaders cannot, I humbly imagine, compete. From Montgom- 
oy City, Ala., Major Leech wrote the next day, October 26: 
‘I was unable to accept the hospitality of the people of 
New Orleans to the extent they desired, and I was only able 
to pay a hurried visit to their range, where a surprise was in 
store for me. In fact, I was made an honorary member of 
their association, and presented with a gold medal, its too 
great value only having distressed me, but need I assure 
you how I prize it.” From Louisville he writes October 28 : 
“*T had intended going on to Cincinnati this evening, but a 
deputation from my countrymen called upon me a little 
while ago, and a eir request I wait over till to-morrow to 
hile ag d at th quest I wai ill 

receive them here. I shall hope for three or four days 
repose in New York before sailing for home.” 


Tue Prortests.—A ial meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the National Rifle Association was held on Thursday, 
November 5, at 2 P. m., to decide amongst other things the 
appeals from the decisions of the Prize Committee in the 
atling gun coutest. After the usual routine business, the 
minutes of three meetings of the Executive Committee were 
read for general information, and Colonel Wingate moved 
that the protests be taken up and decided. Which was car- 
ried. General McMahon moved that no further argument 
be allowed in the premises. Which was also carried. 
Colonel Wingate moved that the decision of the statistical 
officer, General Woodward, disallowing the scores of all 
persons who had violated the rules of the range in any man- 
ner, be sustained. ich was carried. Thus terminated 
the celebrated Gatling gun squabble between the Twenty- 
second and Seventy-ninth, which may serve as & warning to 
all persons trying to “ play pointe > in a sport like rifle 
shooting. The resultis that both partic lose the prize, 
which goes to the honest and modest Twelfth, against whose 
score no protests have been made, because it was all fair. 
The whole of this miserable protest business isa scandal 
and disgrace to the parties engaged init. In a contest of 
tenfold the interest and importance of either—the Interna- 
tional Match—not a word of protest was heard, not a whis- 
per of unfairness. The decision of the Board of Directors 
ls a just and proper one. Either there are rules, or there 
are none on the range. If there are rules, they should be 
observed, and in no case relaxed. The only weakness of the 
Executive and Range Committees in the past has been in 
their too great disposition to accommodate, and the conse- 
quent relaxation of the rules. In their final rigorous en- 
forcement in all the cases in which an imfraction has been 
brought to their notice, the directors have taken a stand 
that will be found of the utmost advantage next year. The 
American Rifle Association is Fr a young organization. 
During the first year the value of the prizes and the interest 
excited were not great enough to bring into the contest that 
grasping gambling element which defiles every other branch 
of athletic and field sport. This year it has begun to show 
its face, and we must expect it in future years, if not put 
down with a strong hand. The International Match was 
first invaded by the advanced guard of the army of betting 
men making up their little ks, and we are devoutly 
thankful that many of them got badly bitten, in their at- 
tempt to turn an honorable contest into a matter of trade. 
In England, Wimbledon has been overrun for years by the 
betting man and the prize hunter ; and in Canada the same 
nuisance shows himself at the annual matches, on the scent 
for plunder, as regular as the time comes round. In both 
these countries, ‘* pot hunting” has been brought to a sci- 
ence. A little dof good shots starts out, agreeing to 
divide all they make, and if they see that they have no 
chance for the great prizes, they will shoot badly on pur- 
pose. 80 as not to deprive themselves of a chance for the 
‘ Consolation Jon and “‘ Nursery” stakes. This inflic- 
tion we first had this year. Wherever the first aim of the 
—— is to make money out of a prize, or even to win 
the first prize at any hazard, they are the men that are full 
of 8 practices and protests. One fruitful element of 
protests is found in ties, and we hope that next year, by 
adopting the new Wimbledon scoring numbers, as described 
in another part of our columns, the occurrence of ties may 
be avoided as far as possible. A tie is a great temptation to 
a protest, if one man is very anxious to get a prize and 
there is a ghost of a chance to protest. In thestrictest pos- 
sible enforcement of the rules, whatever they may be, lies 
the only defence against the constant vexation of protests. 
The Gatling gun matter being settled, next came the 
equally celebrated protest of Yale against Fulton in the 
Remington Diamond Badge Match. This was on a fine 
point, one about which there was no dispute, but on the 
merits of which there was much hairsplitting. As far as 
shooting goes, Mr. Yale is at present the only rival who 
can come near Mr. Fulton at long range, and yet Fulton is 
decidedly the best shot of the two. ether he puts his 
ball in at one énd or the other of an open barrel is little 
consequence, so long as he shoots —— than any man 
now living. ll, there is little doubt that technically Mr. 
Yale was right in his statement that a breech-LoapER can 
only be LOADED AT THE BREECH. As far as the prize goes, 
Fulton won it fairly, and so the Board of Directors unan- 
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by the National Rifle Association, in matches open only to 
breech-loading ritles, where no method of loading is pre- 
scribed, the competing rifles shall be loaded from the breech 
only, and that muzzle-loading of breech-loaders shall only 
be permitted in any nfle competitions.” General McMahon 
offered a substitute for this resolution, somewhat differently 
worded, which was laid on the table on motion of Colonel 
Wingate, and the whole matter postponed till the next 
meeting. We sepa that in not ermine this question on 
the spot and that in the negative, the directors weakened 
their own position in the Yale protest decision. If Yale was 
wrong betore, he is wrong in future. If the resolution as 
offered is carried, it puts the previous action in the wrong. 

We are glad to state, for the benefit of a number of Na- 
tional Guardsmen who are constantly growling because the 
cannot enjoy Creedmoor free of expense, that a day in eac 
week will probably be set aside for National Guardmen in 
uniform, the matter having been referred to a sub-commit- 
tee to report, Terms of aftiliation for outside clubs and 
— organizations are also referred to the same com- 
Inittee. 


TwetrTH Inrantry.—On Tuesday, 10th inst., the mem- 
bers of the [welfth Infantry shot for the Gildersleeve nedge 
with the following result, Private W. G. Carson winning the 
badge for the month : 


Yds. score. 
Private W. G. Carson............s00- eoee--.200 02383 3—11 
600 4423 2—15—26 
Private John Beattie. ..............e0e-. 200 23223—12 
500 432 2 2—138—25 
BR Wh Ba inn cs ocinc scence cones. od 200 2223 3—12 
500 432 4 0—13—25 
SEE EE, FOUR cecnccsscomnconr adéeusess 200 22384 2-13 
500 003 4 3-19—22 
Sergeant J. Wood..... bicidctadedsscseeseseee 200 2023 3—10 
500 400 2 4—10—20 


DinnerR TO GENERAL SHALER.—A complimentary dinner 
to monger Somers Alexander Shaler was given at the 
New York Hotel on Monday evening by the mem- 
bers of the General’s staff, who choose this form of 
expressing their esteem for their chief, and their regret 
at his departure for a temporary absence in Chicago. 
Twenty guests sat down, viz.: Generals Shaler, Woodward, 
McMahon, and Liebenau; Colonels Conkling, Villmar, Porter, 
Gildersleeve, Jussen, Parker, Wrisley, Fowler, Mitchell, 
Mechan and Church; Majors Probst and Belknap; Drs. 
McMillan and Cheeseman, and Mr. Stanton, a most agree- 
able gentleman, who plays Damon to General Shaler’s 
Pythias. Later in the evening, Mr. John T. Raymond, 
**Colonel Sellers,” joined the party and entertained them 
with a recitation of Shamus O'Brien. Speeches were called 
for from the various gentlemen present, each of whom in 
turn sounded the note of regret for New York and congratu- 
lation for Chicago on the change in the location of the guest 
of the evening. General Woodward was particularly 
felicitous in his remarks, and Dr. Cheeseman spread his 
wings in some verses happily adapted to the occasion. 
Fowler and Mechan carried on their usual contest of wits, 
which threatened at one time to become a triangular duel 
with Liebenau for the third party. Colonel Gildersleeve 
presided, and presented the guest of the evening, who in 
responding took occasion to explain his somewhat anoma- 
lous position, with reference to the municipal administra- 
tion of the Lake City ; with an advisory power, but without 
the authority to secure the adoptioa of his plans, he could 
not answer for the result, but hoped for the best. Colonel 
Conkling, speaking for the underwriters, expressed greater 
confidence than General Shaler’s modesty would allow him 
to do, in the beneficial results upon Fire Insurance which 
would follow his transfer to Chicago. And ‘Colonel 
Sellers” asserted with great confidence and enthusiasm, that 
there was ‘millions in it,” The party dispersed shortl 
after one o’clock to meet the next evening at the Par 
Theatre, to see Mark Twain’s play of the ‘‘ Gilded Age,” by 
invitation of Mr. Raymond, who placed the private boxes at 
their disposal. 


RIFLE PRACTICE. 


WE are in the constant receipt of questions from Regulars 
and National Guardsmen as to the routine of rifle practice, 
methods of marking, etc., and have judged it best to include 
in a single article an epitome of the latest information on 
the subject. Especially are we asked about the difference 
between the old and new Wimbledon marking systems— 
how scores are now counted, what are ‘“‘ dummy targets,” 
and in what way the new targets differ from the old. We 
will endeavor to make the matter clear and simple, with the 
necessary cuts. 

The old targets were rectangular; the new are circular. 
The old had three divisions—bull’s-aye, centre, outer. The 
new have four divisions —bull’s-eye, centre, inner, and 
outer. The old count was—bull’s-eye, 4; centre, 3; outer, 
2. The new count is, bull’s-eye, 5; centre, 4; inner, 3; 
outer, 2. The old signals were—bull’s-eye, white disc; cen- 
tre, red disc; outer, black disc. The new signals 
are, bull’s-eye, white disc; centre, red disc; inner, 
white and black disc; outer, black disc. Ricochets 
were signalled by waving red flag. Now the letter R is 
shown on a disc. So much for the shape of targets and 
system of marking. The cuts below, for which we are 1n- 
debted to the kindness of Messrs. Remington, being ex- 
tracted from their ‘‘ score book,” will show the difference. 
The dotted lines indicate the old Wimbledon and present 
Creedmoor targets ; the black lines show the present Wim- 
bledon targets. 
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The next important difference is the material of which 
the targets arc composed. The old Wimbledon targets and 
those now at Creedmoor, are of iron. The new targets are 
of canvass stretched on an iron frame (the size of the old 
targets and painted black), Shots striking this frame do 
not count. The outside of the frame is rectangular, the 
inside circular, made of knife-edged iron, and protruding 
go as to make an angle of 50 degrees, glancin ail bullets off 
to the outside, if they strike the frame. Bullets on the 
target go through, bullets on the frame glance off. There 
is no splash as on the old iron target, and the marker runs 
no danger as under the old system. e mode of operating 
is also essentially different. With the iron target, the 
marker sitsin a pit, covered with an iron trap door. Be- 
yond the trap is a little window of plate glass near an inch 
thick, through which he looks at the target. After a hard 
day’s shooting the glass is so scarred up with bullet splashes 
as to make it hard to see the shots strike. To signal a shot, 
the marker opens the trap, which is hinged towards the 
target. A marking plate is fastened to the trap, and when 
the latter is thrown up by the rod, this mark appears on 
the bottom of the target, showing the trap to be open. 
Then the marker puts up his disc, which has a paint brush 
on the wrong side, paints out the shot, and in so doing 
marks its position. All this is heavy work. If a shot is 
fired and hits the target while the trap is open, the bullet 
splashes, and the hot lead dropson the marker, cutting and 
burning him. This is constantly happening with green 
soldiers on their, first visit to a range, or in, exciting 
matches? 

The new targets are worked in a very ingenious and sat- 
isfactory manner, without danger, and with less labor than 
in the old manner. They are the invention of Captain 
Costin, the executive officer of the council of the English 
National Rifle Association. 

A series of longitudinal pits, connected by subterranean 
tunnels of brickwork, so as to enable the markers in one 
butt to communicate with those of another, 1s dug in front 
of the butts, in some cases to a depth of 9 feet and in others, 
to a depth of 11 feet. These pits are portioned off by piers 
into recesses for the various targets, the recesses them- 
selves and the piers between being revetted with brickwork. 
The front side of the pits is lined with boarding. Upon the 
summits of the piers stout baulks of timber are laid, which 
are securely bolted to uprights let into the brickwork and 
toa framing behind. ‘he ends of the baulks project a little 
from the piers, and are sufficiently far apart to admit of the 
targets being placed between them. Standards of gas-pipe 
ascend from the foundations of the pits to the extremeties 
of the baulks, two on either side, which act as guides for the 
targets to run up and down on. These consist of two, a 
striking and a “dummy ” target to each recess, the former 
being tor the marksman to shoot at, and the latter for the 
shot to be “‘marked” on. The target proper has been al- 
ready described. The “dummy” consists of a wooden 
frame, covered and painted in a similar manner, except that 
the bull’s-eye is red instead of black, and that a wire screen 
is attached to the whole of the front surface to hang the 
marking discs on. The targets are hung to the ends of two 
chains, one on each side, which pass over pulleys fixed to 
the ends of the bulks of timber, sliding up and down the 
guide rods tike buckets in a well, by means of the guides 
which are attached to their bottoms. Thus when the strik- 
ing target is down the dummy target is up, and vice versa. 
Now the striking target with its iron frame is of course 
heavier than the dummy, which has only a wooden one. 
Hence the normal position of the targets would be with the 
dummy elevated. But the dummy has a long iron lever 
attached to it by an elongated slot passing over a button, 
the opposite extremity working on a fulcrum fixed in the 
wall or pier. To the centre of this lever a step is hung, upon 
which a man can stand, and his weight is sufticient to coun- 
terbalance the difference between the weights of the wooden 
and iron frames. Thus we have two motions established. 
The iron-framed target raises the wooden-framed one, and 
the latter, with the marker standing on the step of the 
lever, raises the former. Practically, the iron-framed target 
is too violent in action, and a brake has consequently been 
placed upon the cross-bar of the dummy, which controls the 
action of the lever and at the same time acts as an addition- 
al counterweight. It lies loose upon the cross-bar when the 
dummy is down, but as the rounded end of the lever pro- 
jects above the cross-bar during the ascent of the dummy, 
the counterweight, which is broad and hinged, is lifted, and 
Waen it is checked by the break the elevation of the dum- 
my is arrested. To keep the dummy down, when 
the marker gets off the step of the depressing lever, a break 
handle with a drop weight is contrived in the front wall of 
the well-hole into which the targets sink. This 1s lower than 
the pit-bottom, a stop on the brake-lever handle catching a 
button on the dummy target, and preventing its risin 
again until the handle is drawn back. A handle is place 
upon the lever, for the marker to grasp in his descent, 
in order to prevent his hands being jammed between the 
lever and the wall. 

— is the arrangement of Captain Costin’s new targets. 

eir mechanical working is capital; it is, however, antici- 
pated that several modifications will be made in ensuin 
years, a better disposition of the woodwork framing behind 
the piers and of the baulks being contemplated. 

The “marking” at all distances is wit large discs hung 
won the screen over the face of the dummy target, as near- 
Y 88 possible over the corresponding spot to that which 

. been pierced by the bullet in the striking target. 

Pier in order more fully to satisfy the marksman in the 
entification of his shot, a small piece of zinc, with a hook 

upon it, called ‘* Bland’s patch,” is hooked into the actual 

aperture made in the striking target, where it remains until 

p subsequent shot is fired, and can easily be seen with a 
inocular glass from the firing point. 

The advantages resulting from the introduction of the 
new targets, and the uew system of marking are very ap- 
parent. The increase in the number of divisions on the 

‘ace of the targets, from three to four, must necessarily di- 
— the chances of “ties.” The occurrence of these often 
destroyed a good match at its termination. The alteration 
in the shape of the divisions from square to round is also an 
aeprovement. We would, moreover, quote an incident to 

prcastrate the safety of working the new targets. A sin- 
& important accident from bullet splashes occurred during 

e Wimbledon meeting of 1874. This was at the old tar- 
gets. The accuracy of the new system of marking a shot 
appears to have given general satisfaction to the yvolunteors 
and others engaged in prize shooting. 





paBTLERy.—Battery K, attached to the First division 
Fe ephade) commences it’s drills this week. The first 
Thar was held at the arsenal, corner Seventh avenue and 
: ty-fourth street, on Thursday, 12th inst., at 1 P. m., too 
ae the time of our going to press to be noticed. The 
econd takes place on Thursday, 19th inst., at the same hour. 
be non-commissioned officers will be drilled at the same 
yay on the 26th of November and 7th of January, at 
. M. The right half battery drills on the Thursdays, 
December 10th, February llth, March 1ith, at same time ; 
ber it ni half battery taking the alternate Thursdays, Decem- 
OM the” February 18th, March 18th. The full yn ey 
lath of January, 4th of February, éth of ch, 


= 25th of March, at the same arsenal; roll ‘call at 
:30 P. M. 

If this programme is faithfully carried out, we hope to 
see the battery come out in the spring what it should be, 
with smart active cannoneers, The present acting chief of 
artillery, in a recent speech at the Shaler farewell dinner, 
took occasion to differ with us as to our complimentary 
estimate of the improvement perceptible in the division 
artillery since he took charge of it, disclaming any praise 
for his efforts in that direction, and insisting upon it's appli- 
cation instead to the discipline of the infantry regiment, 
which he also commands or did command. ‘We hope, in the 
course of the winter, after a conscientious examination of 
the division batteries, to be able to reiterate our praise of 
the artillery on better grounds than a brief and hurried 
glance at a few movements in Tompkins Square. Of course, 
the chief of artillery knows his own merits and demerits 
better than we, but we confess that the whole tenor of the 
remarks in question reminded us of the hallucination of 
the once renowned comic actor Liston, the greater pre- 
decessor of our own Burton, who imagined his forte was 
tragedy, but could get no manager to indulge him, till the 
night of his benefit, when he undertook the part of Hamlet, 
and finally came to the conclusion that the manager knew 
what he was talking about. 


VARIOUS ITEMS. 


— Srconp Lieutenant Charles F. Connor, of the Twenty-second, 
has resigned. 


— THE a Infantry drills at"the arsenal Thursday next’ 
19th inst.,and Monday, 30th, at 8 P. M. 


— Ex-LigzuTEnant Jacoz Scuuirz, of the Twenty-eighth regi- 
ment, died on Sunday evening. 


— On Saturday evening, 7th inst., the drum corps of the Elev 
enth Infantry held a reception at the Turn Halle, East Fourth 
street. 


— Coronet Jussen, of the First division staff, having been pro- 
mcted to division inspector, will be replaced as division quarter- 
master by Colonel George W. Van Slyck. 


— TuE natty little Howitzer Battery, Eleventh brigade, drills 
at the Portland avenue arsenal, Brooklyn, on Wednesday, 18th 
inst., at 8 P. m. 


— Company B, Thirty-second, regiment, Captain John Kissel, 
enjoyed its seventh annual hop on Monday evening. The 
Damen and Herrn mingled in the dizzy waltz until morning. The 
Teutonic bevera ge was flowing freely and enjoyed swimmingly. 

— Tue following appointm ents on the staff of the major-gen 
eral commanding First division are announced to take effect from 
November 7: Captain Augustus Belkuap, Jr., to be aide-de-camp 
with the rank of major, vice Jussen, appointed viens ; 
Charles A Post (formerly lieutenant N. G. 8. N. Y.) to be aide- 
de-camp with the rank of captain, vice Belknap, appointed major 
and aide-de-camp. . 

— Durine General Shaler’s absence in Chicago, General Varian 
will command the First division, and Colonel Clark, of the 
Seventh, takes the Third brigade. General Shaler only goes on 
a six months’ leave of absence; for, with the peculiar position 
offered to him, his success will depend on the entire harmony of 
all parties in Chicago, and the Gei.eral naturally declines to con- 
sider such an arrangement as permanent. 

— Tue First battalion is again risingin numbers. At their last 
inspection, as we mentioned, a new company paraded, which, 
however, was not mustered, its officers not being yet commis- 
sioned aud the muster not completed. Now that seems likely to 
be accomplished, Colonel Webster having made the formal ap- 
plication necessary for its admission, the new company being 
called B. Another company is also started and will prohably 
soon be mustered, when the First battalion will doubtless resume 
its full regimental organization. 

— THE Sixty-ninth has received a distinguished acquisition to 
its list of company officers, in the person of Mr. J. J, O'Kelly, of 
the Herald, who has accepted the office of captain of Company 
K. Captain O’Kelly has been in the English service, and has all 
those instincts of discipline which are so essential to make a 
good officer in the Natioual-Guard, where personal character is 
everything. Company I, of the same regiment, has elected ior 
second lieutenant Mr. John C. McElroy, and Company A has 
made Mr. John Scully its first lieutenant. 

— THE drills at the arsenal as at present arranged are as fol- 
lows, according to the arsenal books: ‘Thursday, November 12, 
Skidmore Guards ; Monday, November 16, Eighty-fourth Infan- 
try ; Tuesday, November 17, Company F, Seventh Infautry ; 
Wednesday, November 18, Seventy-first Infantry; Friday, No- 
vember 20, Eighth Infantry, and Company H, Seventh Infantry; 
Wednesday, November 25, Seventy-first Infantry ; Monday, No- 
— 30, Eighth Infantry ; Tuesday, December 1, Fifth. In- 

antry, 

— WE are enabled through the kindness ‘of Colonel Roehr, of 
the Thirty-second, to complete our report of the firing of the 
different regiments at Creedmoor, during last summer. The fol- 
lowing is the report of the target practice of the Thirty-second 
regiment at Creedmoor, L. I., August 17, 1874: Number of men 
who fired at 200 yards, 284; number of men who fired at 500 
yards, 75 ; number of men that did not hit target at 200 yards, 67 ; 
number of points scored by the 142 men who hit target at 200 
yards, and did not go baok to 500 yards, 552 ; number of points 
scored by 75 men that went back to 500 yards, at 200 yard range, 
758 ; number of points scored by the 75 men at 500 yards, 396. 


~ 





CALIFORNIA, 


A Pactric friend sends us warlike news from Caliornia, where 
the militia are beginning to “ pick up,’ as elsewhere. The San 
Francisco Bulletin says : 

“Since the command of the Natienal Guard of California de- 
velved upon Major-General D. W. C. Thompson, whose appoint- 
ment a few months since was favorably remarked by the press of 
the State, and enthusiastically received by the discriminating 
and progressive members of the militia, our citizen soldiery has 
taken a new lease of life and risen a peg or two in the estimation 
ofthe public. ‘I'his change for the better is in the highest de- 
gree encouraging and should stimulate the National Guard to 
renewed efforts for the attainment of proficiency. A few of the 
organizations in the Guard have for years worked hard and hon- 
esily to secure creditable discipline and the respect ard good 
wishes of the people, and this in the face of innumerable annoy- 
ances and discouragements. Individual regiments, for instance, 
have struggled forward to a fair position, only to find an insur- 
mountable obstacle in the form of an incompetent superior offi- 
cer directly in the path of progress. Despite aggravating draw- 
back of this character the regimental organizations of the State 
generally have not deteriorated to an irredeemable condition, and 
sume, as above intimated, have kept abreast of the times, The 
most noteworthy instance of steady and substantial improvement 
is aflorded in the First regiment of Infantry, Second brigade, 
N. G. C., commanded by Colonel W. H. L rnes. This regi- 
ment is in the foremost ranks of the volunteer military organiz .- 
tions of America, and has no equal in the militia of California; 
and for its proficiency it is indebted in the main to the personal 
exertions of its commander. Through his influence were ob- 
tained its armory, uniforms, and various facilities for drilling 
and his example has — the officers to diligent study and 
punctual attendance. With the appointment of Geueral Thom- 
son the regiment reaps its reward. The militia is brought into 
proper prominence, and the First regiment comes in for its share 
of honors,” 

‘The paper proceeds to describe the inspection and dress parade 
of the First at the Mechanic’s Institute Pavillion, San Fraucisco, 
and comments on the gaping wonder displayed by the crowd, to 
whom coguler pavedes proved to bea noveity. Theregiment seems 
to have turned out strong, six commands of twenty-six files, and 
did ape 6 the crowd applauding just the same whether things 
were right or wrong. ‘here was a dispute about a mistake at 
dress parade between the drum-major and adjutant, the band 
sounding off twice before pings went smoothly. The marching 
seems to have been poor, but the manual good. This isof course 
only to be regarded as the infaney of ornian militia, but it 
promises, from the interest displayed, to ke a vigorous shoot, 





FOREIGN ITEMS. ~ 


Ir is authoritatively stated that the German Gov- 
ernment has definitively proposed to other Maritime 
Powers the adoption of an international maritime 
code, a step which it has long had in contemplation. 

Ar the recent marriage of a daughter of Rear- 
Aduiral Sir Wm. King Hall, R. N., Superintendent 
of Devonport dockyard, it was noticeable that each 
coach bad on it as a driver one of the coxswains who 
had served with Admiral Hall. 


Tue Voix says that Kartaschev, the sailor who had 
been enrolled in the penal companies of Schlusselbu 
for refusing to shave his beard, has been pardon 
his crime and reinstated in the 8th Equipage de 
Marine, with the rank of seaman, 

Ir is stated that the Northumberland, the flag-ship 
of the officer second in command of the Channel 
squadron, is found to be so defective that the Admi- 
ralty authorities have decided to transfer Rear- 
Admiral George Hancock and her crew to the 
Warrior. 

Tue Austrian war department has now completed 
its arrangements for the clothing and equipment of 
the army. The old system of monopoly, under 
which all the clothing for the army was supplied by 
a single firm, has been put an end to, and contracts 
have been concluded with twenty-eight manutfactur- 
ing firms in different parts of the monarchy ; of these 
eleven are cloth manufacturers, nine manufacturers 
of linen and cotton goods, and eight leather-dressers, 


We are pleased to learn, says the London United 
Service Gazette, that the invention of Lieutenant 
Hubert Grenfell, R. N., of H. M. 8S. Hacellent, and Mr. 
Edward Newman, Chief Engineer, R. N., for counter- 
acting the difficulty experienced by the captain of a 
turret-gun in elevating the gun, and for enabling 
him to know at the instant of firing whether the gun 
is on with the object fired at, is likely to receive the 
approval and support of the authorities. The inven- 
tion consists in directly connecting the outside 
turret-sights to the breech of the gun by hydraulic 
gear, in such a manner that the least movement of 
the sight causes a corresponding and simultaneous 
movement of the breech. 


Tue London News has been publishing some very 
interesting letters from an occasional correspondent 
who has got down among the Russians on the Amu, 
and whose last letter, dated September 2, from Petro 
Alexandroyskaia, gave a capital idea of the fortified 
stations of the Russians and Asiatic neighbors. 
Speaking of the post at Nukus, he says: Before the 
winter of 1874 sets in, it is expected that the fort 
which is now being built a little further down the 
Channel, will be ready for occupation. This work is 
in plan a square of about 120 yards a side, and is 
surrounded with pisé walls of about 15 feet in height, 
and a ditch, and has four bastions at the angles for 
light artillery. It is to contain barracks for two or 
three companies of men, with quarters for officers, 
and will no doubt be impregnable against any attack 
by Usbeg or Turkoman. In another respect it will 
probably be found a sufficiently warm quarter, as the 
thermometer frequently marked 108 degs. Fahr. in 
the shade during the past July. Heat, however, 
seems positively to have no effect on the Russian 
soldier, who works all day in his forage-cap at the 
construction of the fort. What the secret of this 
immunity from sunstroke may be it is difficult to 
say; but probably the Spartan fare and the absence 
of a regimental canteen have a good deal to do with 
it.. It is needless, perhaps, to remark that luxury is 
not to be found in Rassian military life; but it is 
somewbat astonishing to find the little regard which 
is paid to the simplest comfort. For example, 
officers and soldiers alike drink the muddy Amu 
water, without filtering it; and the absence of other 
arrangements, generally considered indispensable 
wherever a mass of men are collected on a small 
space, speaks volumes in favor of the climate at least 
of the Amu Darya district. 


Tue Broad Arrow complains of the “summary 
executions” of officers “‘who may be unfortunate 
enough, and in many cases guilty enough, to incar 
obloquy by a tendency, occasional or chronic, to 
intoxicating liquors,” While it disavows, “ with 
just as much rigor as the Articles of War, the-officer 
who may so far forget his uniform and his profession 
as to disgrace both by inebriety in the execution of 
his duty,” and does not “ vindicate the sensuality of 
those who, even in the hours of relaxation, abandon 
themselves to the seductive draughts which it is Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson’s special mission to condemn,” 
it speaks of ‘‘the difficulty of properly moderating 
the punishment in these latter cases, so as to be 
equitably regulated by considerations of circumstance, 
and by the collateral ones of service, merit, and 
character. We will do courts-martial the justice to 
say that they have rarely been unmindful of such’ 
considerations, and that, on the whole, whatever may’ 
be said to the contrary, it is but seldom their sen~ 
tenses haye fallen short of the demands of justice. 
Hence, we are totally at a loss to comprehend the 
systematic manner in which officers reported for’ 
inebriety have, some of them even without trial by’ 
court-martial, been consigned summarily to the 
half-pay list at monstrously reduced rates for one 
year, with the order to resign at the end of that term 
or to submit to the alternative of forcibly 





removed from the service! We have of 
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reduced half-pay. We have even heard of dismissal | to have recourse to the perfectly feasible system of 

for frequent cases at the recommendation of courts- ** lock-out” which he suggests. SILVER PRESENTATION GIFTS. 


martial, but surely this inflexible and universal man- 
date is a method of cutting the Gordian Knot with a 
v ce, and we will engage to say that the most 
thorough martinet that ever attracted the ill-will of 
his soldiers would not in his wildest dreams of 
absolutism have conceived a more tyrannical and 
inequitable measure than this.” 

Tue London Times says: “The uneasiness which 
the development of the German navy excites in 
England, and which may some day be experienced 
also by Russia, is justified by recent events. The 
German Emperor, a short time ago, was present at 
Kiel at the launch of a vessel of the first rank, which 
is but the predecessor of those which the Admiralty, 
thanks to the enormous votes placed at its disposal, 
has ordered to be built. The Spanish coasts are 
explored and watched by the gunboats, the first 
destination of which was the Bay of Biscay, but 
which, finding they could do better than remain in 
Santander, are cruising round Galicia, visiting Ferrol 
and Corunna, and exhibiting at Lisbon the flag with 
black, white, and red on transverse stripes. It is, 
however, in the Chinese and Japanese waters that 
‘the Imperial Government seems particularly bent on 
‘acquiring an influence, which the security of the 
‘Germans settled in those empires and in the islands 
-of the Archipelago seems to require. Hitherto it has 
‘stationed two ships in those waters, to whose pre- 
‘sence, as well as to the representations of its diplo- 
matists, was probably due the restitution of the mer- 
chant vessels seized by the Spaniards on the charge 
of bringing contraband of war from the Soulon Isles, 
tthe sovereignty of which, it will be remembered, was 
oftered to the Emperor William. A third ship, the 
Hertha, has now been ordered to join the two others. 
Germary will then have a strong permanent squad- 
ron in the Asiatic waters, and it is announced at the 
same time that she is constructing an hospital con- 
taining sixty beds at Yokohama, the management of 
which will be entrusted to a military surgeon.” 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Broad Arrow takes a 
gloomy wiew of sea service on the Devastation. He 
says: The Devastation, after having been eighteen 
months in commission, is now at Portsmouth refitting 
and otherwise preparing, as is generally understood, 
for a cruise te Gibraltar, etc., with the Channel fleet. 
Can this possibly be correct? Is it not preposterous 
that such a ship should be sent to cross the most 
stormy of all our European seas, viz., the Bay of 
Biscay, at the worst season of the year? Surely such 
information must be exaggerated, but should it be 
true, I can only hope, in common with many others, 
that their lordships will hesitate before exposing so 
many gallant men to.so much danger. The questian 
of her safety in heavy Atlantic weather is still a very 
vexed one; but supposing the Constructor’s Depart- 
ment at the Admiralty to be correct in their scientific 
calculations, still it must be admitted that such a 
ship, with such a system of ventilation, is barely 
habitable in harbor when every hatchway is open. 
How much worse then must it be at sea when they 
are all screwed down (this is always the case in even 
moderate weather)? Under such circumstances air 
for breathing can only be obtained below by means 
.of the ventilating engines, the foulness of which will 
‘readily be understood when I say that the bad 
atmosphere has to escape the best way it can, no 
vmeans whatever being specially provided for its exit. 
The Devastation is said to be very uncomfortable in 
vevery respect, and her present crew are very dissatis- 
fied at being kept so long in her; if then it is really 
mecessary to keep this costly ~ commission, I 
would propose that she should manned with a 
new crew of officers and men, who should receive 
some extra pay or emolument for the discomforts 
endured. 

Tue Lancet, commenting on the speeches made at 
University College, on the 1st October, quotes the 
recommendation of a gallant officer, who advises the 
medical profession “to bring the Admiralty to a 
right frame of mind by shutting the doors of the 
hospitals and medical colleges in their faces,” and 

ints out that the difficulty lies principally at the 
Sper of the executive branch of the naval service, 
the members of which are content when juniors to 
put up with treatment which would not be borne in 
any other eervice, in hope of one day becoming 
seniors themselves and reaping their reward. The 
Lancet has no hesitation in saying that while the 
condition of the crews has been greatly ameliorated 
of late years, simply because seamen were scarce, the 
relation of the junior to the senior officers in the 
navy is precisely what it was in the old war-time. A 


«captain, who is still received on board his ship with | pass 


bare head by a lieutenant as old or older than him- 
self, and who even on social occasions is always 
addressed as “Sir,” cannot be made to understand 
how galling the restrictions of the service may be- 
come to a grey-headed staff-surgeon, who very pro- 
bably was at sea before his captain left school. Of 
what possible utility can it be that the officer of the 
watch, who may be a young sub-lieutenant or even a 
midshipman, should be informed with a salute that 
the “doctor” has come on board ? or what benefit do 
the sick derive from the daily report of their number 
to the commanding officer at “ quarters”? Let some 
of these “traditions of the service” be relaxed in 


favor of the doctors, and it will then not be necessary 


AT present there is a strange dearth of orders from 
both English and foreign Governments to the great 
shipbuilders at Blackwall, although recently the 
= had been reminded of great activity by the 
requent launching of vessels for some of the greatest 
foreign navies. The general variety in the type of 
vessels so built has not exceeded that found in the 
British navy, notwithstanding the difference of 
opinion which must naturally be found to exist in 
different countries as to the most improved and 
desirable type of vessel. The reason of this fact 
being ys atone that the British navy serves as a 
process of experimentalism for the lesser fleets of her 
neighbors. Thus, although there may be some 
modern improvement in detril, yet on the whole the 
men-of-war built in the Thames at the present time 
are but a repetition of specimens already produced in 
the English fleet. At present the Thames Iron 
Works and Shipbuilding Yard contains two huge 
Turkish monitors in process of construction, one of 
which will be completed in a few weeks, but its 
companion not till the expiration of about twelve 
months. Recently, besides these two vessels on the 
stocks were building H. M.S. Rover and a Brazilian 
troopship, both of which are completing for sea in 
the Victoria Docks, and at the farther extremity of 
the yard was also Captain Dicey’s Channel boat the 
Castalia. Unless orders were received before the 
end of October there would be only one vessel in 
process of construction in the yard, although but 
recently there was a great pressure of work in all the 
departments. In Messrs. Green’s yard there is not 
even one war-ship on the stocks, although H. M. 8. 
Assistance, which was recently launched, is being 
completed in the neighboring docks. In Messrs. 
Samuda Brothers’ yard there is, again, no war-ship 
building, the slips which were recently occupied by 
the two huge German ironclads Kaiser and Deutsch- 
land being vacant and no fresh orders having yet 
been received. These two vessels are being com- 
pleted in the neighboring docks, and it is expected 
the former will be ready for her first trial in about a 
month. Messrs. Westwood, Bailie, and Company's 
Government orders are limited to a commission to 
build five caissons for the new Portsmouth Dock- 
yard, two of which have already been launched, and 
a third is rapidly approaching completion. In 
Messrs. J. and W. Dudgeon’s yard, where the recent 
unfortunate catastrophe occurred in launching, no 
fresh keel has been laid. 


No little consternation, says the London Army and 
Navy Gazette, has been caused in French military 
circles by the sudden departure of nearly all the non- 
commissioned officers in the army. A few days ago 
M. Saint-Genest wrote such a despairing article on 
this subject, that the Editor of the Figaro refused to 
publish it. At the end of last session it became 
clear to the authorities what was about to happen, 
and consequently, at the instigation of General 
Chareton, some inducements were held out to the 
sous-officiers to remain in the service, and it was 
fondly hoped that these would be sufficient. The 
expectations of the authorities have been disap- 
pointed, and in spite of the extra inducements and 
the solicitations of the inspecting generals and their 
officers, the sous-officiers having served their time 
have gone. Wnder the Empire there were many 
ways in which the lot of the non-commissioned 
officer was ameliorated; he might get the military 
medal, be changed into the Imperial Guard, and then 
a man who re-engaged received a handsome sum for 
so doing. Not only have all these things and the 
eaisse de dotation vanished, but the army, it must be 
remembered, has lost a good deal of its prestige, and 
no longer enjoys at home the same consideration 
which it did before the war. In July, 1873, it was 
felt necessary to do something for the sous-officiers, 
and a law was voted in favor of civil appointments 
being given to men who remained in the army for 
fifteen years, or three terms of service. However, as 
nothing has yet been done to give force to this law, 
it is regarded with distrust in the army, and it has 
entirely failed in its object. The non-commissioned 
officer in the infantry, who is the highest paid, only 
receives a trifle over two francs a day, and it is the 
same in the light cavalry ; in the cuirassiers the pay 
is 2f. 30c. (1s. 11d.), in the artillery 3f. 25c., and in 
the engineers 8f. 15c. The sows-officiers who receive 
this pay are called adjutants, and have to wear 
uniform like the officers, for which uniform they 
receive an allowance on promotion. The sergeant- 
majors of the first class only receive 1f. 25c., or 1s. 
0 1-2d. Even if these men becume officers they may 
from ten to twelve years as lieutenants, in the 
receipt of only a trifle over £5 a month. In the 
matter of barrack accommodation the French sous- 
officiers are very badly off, and in fact there is little 
to induce a man to serve longer than he is obliged. 
It was promised that the propositions of the French 
Government with regard to the new cadres should 
be published during the vacation, but there is no 
symptom of this being done, and the army is still in 
doubt as to whether the battalions of the future are 
to be composed of six or of four companies. 





NatTionaL GuaRD News anp Gossip is printed 
daily in Eventne Mau, Third’Edition. Ask News 
men for it, 








THE Gorham Company, the well known silver- 
smiths of No. 1 Bond street, New York, offer the 
richest and largest assortment of choice articles in 
silver for wedding and presentation gifts and general 
family use to be found in the country. They were the 
designers and manufacturers of the ARMy AND Navy 
JOURNAL prize cup presented at Creedmoor, and various 
prizes offered by the National Rifle Association, and the 
resources of their large establishment enable them to 
furnish regiments, companies or other organizations, 
at the shortest notice, with presentation pieces of 
silver modeled from special designs appropriate to the 
occasion. 








IF you want the best ‘‘ Elastic Truss” for rupture, 
or best ‘‘ Elastic Stockings” for enlarged veins, etc., 
write to Pomeroy & Co., 744 Broadway, N. Y. 














MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages rirry cENTs each, and the -ig 
nature and address of the party sending should accompany the 
notice.] 

Tuomas—Simpson.—On Tuesday, Novy. 8d, at Trinity Church, 
Newport, R. I., by the Rev. Dr. J. P. White, assisted by the Rev. 
Dr. Geo. B. Draper, Lieutenant CHaRLes M. Tuomas, U.S. Navy, 
to Ruts, daughter of Captain E. Simpson, U. 8. Navy. 











OBITUARY. 
FREDERIC DE PEYSTER, JR. 


Ar half-past five Pp. m. on Friday, October 30, at Rose Hill, the 
country seat of his father, Major-General J. Watts de Peyster, 
in his thirty-second year, died his second and eldest surviving 
son, FREDERIC DE PeysTeR, Jr. As was the case of his elder 
brother, his death resulted from disease originating in exposure 
during the campaigns of 1861-2. When the rebeliion broke out 
he was only nineteen, and a student of medicine in New York. 
He did not delay a moment, and aithough far from strong, volun- 
teered for medical service in the field. Through the action of 
our patriotic Governor, E. D. Morgan, he was commissioned as 
an assistant surgeon, and although in delicate health, started at 
once to join the troops under General Butler, and was with him 
while opening the way to Washington. Attached to the Eighth 
New York State militia, he rr 9g the wing of that regi- 
ment with which Butler, by a stroke of audacity, made himeelf 
master of Baltimore, thereby assuring direct intercourse between 
the North and the Capital. During the Bull Run campaign youn 
DE PeysTER displayed extraordinary enterprise, energy an 
courage. Amid the terrible confusion which followed the 
disaster at Bull Run, he dispiayed the utmost calmness and self 
possession. General Blenker spoke of his conduct in the highest 
terms, having occasion to witness his behavior at the extreme 
outposts of our Army. On this occasion he was only restrained 
from pushing forward to the assistance of the wounded men of 
his regiment by the express interposition of the general. Blenker 
subsequently recalling his services on this occasion, remarked 
that he “loved that young man; he is a brave, noble boy.” 
Young DE PeysTER then assisted in establishing a temporary 
hospital at Centreville, and General W who saw him there 
remarked, that amid the general disorder he was as calm as if in 
his own home. The other surgeons of the Eighth New York 
State militia, having been captured at Sudley Church, pe Peyster 
returned to Arlingtoa Heights, and assumed the medical charge 
of the regiment, having ridden without any food except a 
cracker, 80-90 miles in order to be present inthe field. During this 
uremendous feat of endurance his horse had only half a feed of 
oats, gathered up on the road. 

His cousin, General Kearny, styled him an elegant little gentle- 
man, and offered him a place on his staff like General, then 
Colonel (afterwards General) Wainwright of the artillery,a respon- 
sible position, which he refused with his peculiar modesty, from 
his want of experience, rather than his devotion and will. 

_ On the Peninsula, young DE Perst«r held a commission in the 
line of the Eighth New York State militia, but was assigned to 
medical duty, and had sole charge for some time of the French 
regiment, the Fifty-third New York Volunteefs, known as the 
* Enfants Perdus.”’ Colonel, now General Varien, attested his 
faithful service, and on the recommendation of his superiors he 
was breveted major United States Volunteers, and subsequently 
by Governor Fenton, colonel New York Volunteers. Having 
suflered from the fever peculiar to the Peninsula, and bringing 
home with him the setds of the disease of which he died, he 
was unable after 1862 to take the field. Like several others of 
the family who lost their lives in consequence of their service, 
he lingered on, bearing up against disease with a courage which 
surprised his physicians. These said they never saw such an 
exhibition of calm courage in confronting death. Even copious 
hemorrhages (which demoralize men of the firmest nerve) never 
shook him in the least, and after one of extreme profuseness 
he took his daily drive as if nothing had occurred, and was on 
his feet to the very last. He was one of the most daring and 
popes gga horsemen, having performed astounding feats in 
the die, and at the same time one of the best read men of his 
years. With a mind stored with information, he died in the 
prime of life, satisfied with the reward of having done his duty. 








LIEUTENANT-COLONEL JAMES. P. ROY, U. 8S. ARMY. 


Tue subject. of this obituary, Lieutenant-Colonel James P. 
Roy, Fifteenth United States Infantry, was born in London, 
England, in April, 1828—his father, Dr. James Roy, of Gloucester 
County, Va., having married an English lady—and he died 
October 24, 1874. Colonel Roy was graduated at West Point in 
1849, appointed as second lieutenant in the Eighth Infantry 1850, 
captain in the Second Infantry May, 1861, major in the Sixth 
infantry 1865, and lieutenant-colonel in the Fifteenth Infantry 
June 1874. He served almost continuously on the Western froa- 
tier from his entrance into the service, until two years ago, when 
he was appointed to the command of Governor's Islaud, New 
York harbor. The order reached him when commanding Fort 
Stevenson, Dakota Territory, in January, 1873. He made the 
fearful trip East in mid-winter safely as to life, but the hardships 
he experienced, and the suff rings he endured, were such that he 
never recovered from their effects. He married Miss Bridges of 
Richmond, Va., whom he leaves a widow with four children. 
His last illness was very brief—only two days—during which 
time he endured great pain, though there was no “lack of 
woman’s nursing,” no “dearth of woman’s tears.” He was per 
fectly conscious of his condition, and said he was not afraid tc 
die, his trust was in his Saviour. He received the communion of 
the Episcopal Church, and the minister in attendance said he 
never saw before such a calm and peaceful death-bed, and it did 
him good to see a soldier meet his end so bravely. He was & 
devoted husband, fond father, affectionate son, and courteous to 
all, even the humblest private. Though reticent and reserved in 
his demonstration of feeling, his was a nature mild and gentle 
as a woman, trusting and believing always in the brighter eide of 
human nature ; and literally free from all malice and unchari- 
tableness. To weak mottals as we are, it seems strange one 80 
loving and so loved, and so necessary to his family, should have 
been taken so soon, but it only proves ‘““God moves in & 
mysterious way.” His remains were taken to Richmond, V2., 
for interment, and it isa matter worthy of comment, that his 
body was borne to its last resting place by ten ex-Confederate 
officers, who were former friends of his before the war, two of 
whom, Major General Heth and Major General Pickett, were 

and prominent 
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joned officers in the old U. S. Army, 
Sfterwards in the Confederate service. May He who has 
to take care of the widow and the fatherless, be to 
* Rock in a dry and thirsty land.” 








